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DAC SAC THO CA DAN GIAN HMONG
NHIN TU PHUONG DIEN CAU TRUC CAU THO

Tém tit: Tho ca dan gian Hmong c6 nhing nét
dac trung riéng vé mat nghé thuat, dac biét 1a tu
goc do cdu tric cau tho. Viée sir dung qua nhiéu
nhiing ciu tho ¢6 sb chir vuot qua nhimng qui dinh
cuia thé loai thong thuong lam cho tho ca dan gian
Hmong c6 su khac biét vé mat hinh thae so véi
tho ca cua cac dan tdc khac. Mat khac, su linh
hoat vé nhip di€u cua cac khé tho voi rat nhiéu
bién thé cAu trac tao nén nét doc ddo, dic sic cho
tho ca dan gian Hméng, gbp phan biéu hién gia tri
mang tinh ban sic cia dan toc nay.

Tir khoa: Tho ca, Hmong, cau tho, cu truc, nhip diéu.
Abstract: Hmong folk poetry has its own unique
features in terms of art, especially from the
perspective of verse structure. The excessive use
of verses with a number of words exceeding the
rules of normal genres makes Hmong folk poetry
different in form from poetry of other ethnic
groups. On the other hand, the flexibility in
rhythm of the stanzas with many structural
variations creates unique and distinctive features
of Hmong folk poetry, contributing to expressing
the identity value of this ethnic minority.

Keywords: Poetry, Hmong, verse, structure, rhythm.

Cau tho la mot phén cua doan tho, cling
c6 khi cau tho 1a mot bai tho (c6 bai tho chi
c6 mot cau). “Trén vin ban, moi cau tho 1a
mot dong va sy phan chia ra cic dong la
diéu dau tién dap vao mit chung ta. Tho 5
chit, 6 chit, 7 chir, luc bat,... khi ngét dong

NGUYEN KIEN THO *

tho ciing dong thoi hét cau tho™ [1]. Trong
tho ca truyén thong, mdi cau tho theo mot
thé tho nhat dinh déu tuan theo nhiing quy
luat riéng vé cach ngat nhip. Va nhu vay, vé
co ban, xem xét cau tho dudi phuong dién
cAu truc cling chinh 1a xem xét cach ngat
nhip ciia nd, va d6 ciing chinh 1a yéu td
quan trong trong chirc ning biéu hién cua
né vé mat ngh¢ thuat.

1. Sw da dang trong céu tric ciu tho

Theo ching t61, cau tho trong cac bai tho
Hméng truyén thong co nhitng céu tric dic
trung riéng. V& ddu hiéu hinh thire, cau tho
Hméng truyén thong c6 vé nhu khong tuan
theo quy dinh cta thé tho nao nhu di véi
tho ctia nguoi Viét va tho cua ngudi Dao
ma ching t6i di trinh bay & trén. Chang
han, trong ca dao ctia ngudi Viét, thé tho
quen thudc nhét 1a thé luc bdr va céu tho
ciing chi duoc giéi han trong khuén khé 6/8
chit nhat dinh. Vi du:

Hoi co tat nuwoc bén dang

Sao ¢6 miic dnh tring vang do di (ca dao)

Ca biét, cd cau co sb chit nhiéu hon ma
ta van quen goi la luc bat bién thé. Vi du:
“Pirng bén ni dong, ngé bén té dong, ménh
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méng bdt ngdt/ Ping bén té dong, ngé bén
ni dong, ciing bat ngat ménh méng” thi mdi
cau cling chi c6 dén 12 chir. Theo quan sat
cta chung t6i thi hinh nhu trong tho Viét
truyén théng khong thiy c6 ciu tho nao c6
d6 dai qua 12 chit. Trong tho Dao truyén
thng thi sd chit ludn dugc gidi han 1a 7.
Tuy nhién, trong tho ca dan gian Hméng, s6
chit trong céc cau tho lai bién dong hon nhiéu.
Khao sit bang cach kiém dém cac don vi chir
trong tat ca 68 bai tho trong cudn Ddn ca
Hmong Ha Giang - Tap 3 [3] cua Hung DPinh
Qui (cubn sach dugc in song ngir do nha tho,
nha nghién ctru van hoéa dan gian Hung Pinh
Qui - dan toc Hmong, suu tam, phién dich),
chung t6i thu dugc két qua nhu sau:

S6 chir Tong | So chirtrong | Tong

trong ciu ciu

Cau 1-3 chir | 46 Cau 11 chi 98
Cau 4 chir 131 Cau 12 chir 65
Cau 5 chi 509 Cau 13 chix 58
Cau 6 chir 449 Cau 14 chir 24
Cau 7 chir 348 Cau 15 chir 10
Cau 8 chir 286 Cau 16 chir 6
Cau 9 chir 240 Cau 17 chir 2
Cau 10 chr | 229 | Cautrén 17 chit 5

Trong s6 68 bai tho dugc khao sat da co
58 cau tho 13 chir va 24 cau 14 chir (tham
chi ¢6 dén 5 cau trén 17 chir) ma ching t6i
ngd rang do la diém nhin cta ca kho tho.
Vi du: Khd tho dau trong bai Chiéx chuéz
chiéx zis (Thanh gia dinh):

Gdux xiz nhux sour thongr cux (6)

Gaux xénhz nduoz sour thongr kraor (6)

Péx dangs ntul zénh sauv luéx (6)

Zaos gaux xénhz nduoz dros péz ntiéx
tsiv jénhx zénhz sour towv tuox (14)

Péx dangs ntiel zénh sduv taos (6)

Zaos gaux xénhz ndudz dros péz ntiéx
tsiv jénhx zénhz sour towv lol. (14)

(Xi Nhir ddy dao muwong

Tién nir dung dao khe

Nude sudi tran mat dat

Tién nit hé tran gian sinh mudn loai vé

Nude sudi tréi thung sdu

Tién nit givip tran gian dé mudn lodi cho). [4]

Trong ban Tiéng hdt lam ddu do Bui Lac
va Mac Phi suu tam, phién dich va gidi
thi¢u lan dau trén Tap chi Van hoc (sO
4/1970) ma céc tac gia cho la: “chung t6i da
dich sat tung cau tung y nguyén van, khong
luge bét, khong ddo 16n, khong thém that;
trude khi lam duge mdt ban dich hay va ding
- d6 1a mot dicu kho - chiing t6i ¢6 gang lam
mot ban dich dung”, ching t6i thay c6 nhiing
cau, so luong chir con nhiéu hon:

Em ¢ nha me nha cha lam cdy sao cho
me cha em phoi sgi con vang (17)

Em o nha me nha cha, bay nam con gdi em
lam cdy sao cho me cha em phoi soi da trang (22)

hodc:

So hdi con nguoi ta anh em nguoi ta,
mat em tai xam (13)

Em phai quay di, cung con nguwoi ta anh
em nguoi ta, buoc lén truoc tién (16)

So hdi con nguoi ta anh em nguoi ta,
mat em tdi xanh (13)

Em phai quay di, cung con nguoi ta anh
em nguoi ta, buoc lén dan duong (16).

2. Su linh hoat vé nhip diéu trong cic
kho tho

Nhu di ndi ¢ trén, trong cdu trac mot
cau tho, nhip diéu giir vai tro hét sitc quan
trong. “Mbi thé tho c6 mét nhip diéu riéng.
Dong tho lai c6 kiéu ngét nhip cua luat tho,



116

NHUONG CHUYEN NGANH LIEN QUAN

c6 do dai ngdn can ddi hodc khong can doi
khac nhau,... Nhip di¢u cta thé tho va luat tho
tao thanh cai nén nhip di€u, trén d6 nha tho
tao dung nén nhip di¢u riéng cho tho minh
gan véi cac phuong dién nglr nghia. Vay la
nhip diéu dugc hiéu véi mot ndi ham rong,
chung cho ca tdc pham tho van tur tong thé
dén chi tiet cau chr” [2]. Tho Hmong truyén
thong c6 nhip di¢u tong thé la cau truc cac
doan/kho tho theo mét quy luét nhat dinh. Su
sap x€p cac cau tho dai ngan dan xen da gop
phan tao nén nhip di¢u chung cia ca bai tho:

Ta mua goi thubéc muon gii téi ai ma
chwa dam gui

Panh dé géi thuéce ha hoi

Ta mua goi thuéc muon chuyén téi ai ma
chuwa dam chuyén

Panh dé géi thude nhat khéi. [5]

Trong khd tho trén, nhip di€u cac cau
tho duoc trién khai theo mo6 hinh cau truc
12-6/12-6. Céc cau tho rat dai (12 chir) nhu
dién ti tAm trang, tAm sy clia cO gai voi
ngudi minh yéu, tdm trang moéng lung,
mién man, do du, khong dam c6 mét quyét
dinh dat khoat trong viéc “gui goéi thude”
cho ngudi minh yéu, dé roi cau tho 6 chir
nhe nhu mat tieng thd dai cia cd gai. Su lap
lai m6 hinh nay dién ta tam trang cua cod gai
trong mot vong luan quan, chua lgya chon
dugc mot cach giai quyet théa dang. Cling
dién ta sy quan quanh, bé tac cua co gai.

Dan ca Hmong con cé nhiing hinh thuc
biéu hién khéc, chang han:

Em nhir con éc quéin quanh noi dau bo

Biét dwong di ma khong biét 16i lai

Em nhit con éc bo ro ram trén mom dd

Biét dwong di ma chdng biét 16i vé. [5]

Trong khi cau 1 va cau 3 ¢6 sy bién ddi vé
s0 chir (9 va 10), thi & cac cau 2 va 4, nhip
di¢u duogc 6n dinh bdi s6 luwgng chir khong

thay ddi (8 chir), nhdm nhdn manh ndi dung
bé tic, khong tim duoc 16i thoat, duoc biéu
thi r5 hon bang nhiing tir mang sic thai phu
dinh (khéng, ching). Hai ciu chédn trong khd
tho c6 tac dung gilr viing nhip diéu chung cho
ca kho tho. Tix do, tao ra nhiing 4n tuong, su
am anh vé tdm trang day dut cua co gai -
nhan vat trir tinh caa bai tho.

Xét riéng vé phuong dién cu trac timg
cau tho, ching t6i nhan thy, c6 nhiéu yéu
t6 cing tham gia biéu hién nghia trong cu
tric cua mot cau tho. D6 1a sb luong chir
ciia mdi vé cau va ca két cdu ddi ngiu co
mat trong cau, vua cd tdc dung giltt nhip
diéu, vira tao nén sy can d6i hai hoa cho
cau tho. Vi du:

Anh khéng ldy dwoc em, em khong ldy
duwoc anh

Em biét bién, anh biét hoa

Em bién ra con buém den, anh héa
thanh chiéc dan méi

Buém den om ldy dan méi ma thoi suot
mua xuan. [5]

Trong 4 cau tho trén, mdi cau c6 mdt ciu
trac khac nhau, ton tai doc 1ap va dam bdo sy
can dbi cho riéng minh. Cau tht nhit co 10
chit, chia 1am hai vé rat 15 rang (5/5). Sy hoan
vi ctia dai tir anh va em déng vai trd chu thé
hanh dong trong khi cac chit con lai & mdi vé
cau khong thay doi (khong ldy duwoc), tu nd
da tao nén su can doi. Chi thay ddi mot chix
nhung lai hoan toan lam thay d6i ndi dung
biéu dat. Cau tho thr hai, giira cac vé von da
can bang nhau vé s luong chit (3 chiy), lai
duoc gitr lai nguyén ven dong tir “biét” & mdi
vé cau, ¢ vai trd nhu chiéc don ganh dé can
bang hai vé ciia cau tho. Cac dong tir “bién”
va “hda” cung truong nghia vira dam bao su
hai hoa vé mit y nghia cau tho, vira tranh cho
ndi dung cau tho do tro nén don diéu,... Nhu
vy, cdu truc trong modt ciu tho Hmong
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truyén thong thuong it bién dong giira cac
vé cau. Yéu td nhip diéu dugc dam bao
b?mg su can dbi thanh diéu va hinh anh.
Cau tho cung mdt luc dién ta duge hai hanh
dong, hai tdm trang ctuia hai nhan vat trir
tinh. Cu trac nay chiém vi tri kha 16n trong
dan ca Hmong. Ciing chinh béi khéng co ciu
triic 6n dinh chung cho cac cau tho, cho nén
cach ngit nhip trong tho ca Hméng ciing rat
linh hoat. N6 khong ¢6 mé hinh chung nhu
cau trac cac cau tho theo thé luc bat trong ca
dao nguoi Viét (thuong 1a nhip chin), hodc
trong cau tho 7 chir ciia nguoi Dao (thuong 1a
nhip chén 1¢). Trai lai, nd bién hoa mot cach
dang ngac nhién. Chang han:

Than em nhuw bong hoa trudc gio no trén
tang non cao

Cha me da an gia em voi nguoi
Em chi biét ngay di khong biét ngay tré lai

Than em nhw doa hoa trudc gio no tit
trén rung tham

Me cha da dinh gia em voi ho

Em chi biét ngay di khéng biét ngdy
tré ve. [5]

That khé xac dinh cach ngét nhip cua
nhitng cau tho trén 1a nhip chin hay 1, hay
ngét nhip & nhimg vi tri ndo trong céc chit lién
mach. Tham chi, theo chung t6i, néu ta ngét
nhip tai mat vi tri nao do trong cau tho, c6 thé
lam hong ¥ nghia dién dat, noi dung ctia cau
tho 4y. Boi nhip trong tho Hmong dudng nhu
khong dugc quyét dinh ¢ cdu tho ma 1a ¢ khd
tho. Hay noi cach khac, cau trac ctia khd tho
chinh 13 nhip tho dwoc quy dinh & s6 chir
trong tung cau va 1dp lai theo mot trinh tu
nhét dinh. Céc kiéu cau triic chung t6i da xéac
dinh dong vai trd gitr nhip chung cho ca kho/
bai tho. Tuy nhién, thang hodc c6 nhiing cau/
doan tho ma yéu t6 nhip diéu dugc biéu hién
kha 15 trong ciu tho, gop phan quan trong vao

viée biéu dat noi dung. Chéng han:
Minh a! / Con dwong tré/ khong dai
Con dwong gid/ chéng dén
Doi nguoi/ nhw bong ram/ tir tit/ nga bén doi

Minh oi! / Song/ la khé ddy

Chét/ la ndt tan. [5]

hoac:

Ta trét/ uéng lam nwéc ma

Lac buéc/ dén dit ma

Ta di dwoc/ ta tré vé khong dwoc. [5]

Nhiing cau tho nhu trén dudong nhu da
ngdm miac dinh nhip diéu, rt kho (hodc
khong thé) thay d6i nhip diéu khac di ma c6
thé biéu dat noi dung t6t hon. Tuy nhién, didu
dang Iuu y 1a, nhitng cau tho nay lai thuong
nam trong s rat it nhimg kho tho, ma s chi
cua cac cau trong d6 khong tuan theo mod
hinh ciu trac, nhimg quy luat nhat dinh ma
ching t6i da théng ké. O day, mo hinh cu
triic cau tho, v& mit ca phap, mang dau 4n
kha 10 cua tho hién dai, véi cong thuc 4 la
(nhu) B hay danh tir (cum danh tir) + tir so
sanh (Ia, nhw) + cum chii vi. N6 gan voi tho
Viét khoi dau tir Tho M6i. Vi du: Thdng
giéng ngon nhw mot cdp méi gan, Yéu la chét
o trong long mot it - Xuan Diéu; Hon t6i nhw
viing nude day - Nguyén Binh;... Mit khéc,
nd gan véi tho hién dai & xu hudng triét 1y,
chiém nghi¢ém (Doi nguoi nhw bong ram tir
tir nga bén doi;, song la kho ddy/ chét la ndt
tan) [5]. Theo chung t6i, d6 1a mot hién tuong
can duoc 1y giai thdu ddo ma ning luc cia
ngudi viét chua thé dap tmg dugc.

3. Mt vai danh gia buéc dau

Qua khao sat cu tric cic cau tho/khd
tho trong dan ca Hmong, voi mot cai nhin
con han hep, chung t6i ciing cd ging, manh
dan trinh bay quan diém ctia minh:
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Thir nhit, hién chua c6 du can ct khoa
hoc dé cho rang, nhimg cau tho trén cia
nguoi Hmong mang tinh hi¢n dai, boi khong
thé khing dinh n6 dugc ra doi va ton tai tir
dan gian. RAt ¢6 thé tai thoi diém ma nd duoge
xut hién (khi cudn Ddn ca Méo cia Dodn
Thanh suu tam duge xuét ban lan dau vao
nam 1967), n6 14 san pham hoan toan mang
tinh hi¢n dai ctia mét tri thirc nguoi Hmong
nao do, ma vi mét 1y do nao do, khong luu lai
dugc tén tac gid. Va nhu vay, nhitng cau tho
trén hoan toan khong phai 1a tho ca dan gian.
Hoic gia, trong qua trinh chuyén ngit, vi do
vénh léch nhét dinh giira ngon ngir Hmong va
ngdn ngir tiéng Viét, ma tic gia Doan Thanh
da dich ra nhu vay. Co6 nghia la cau tho ding
vé noi dung ¥ nghia chtr chua chic da dung
vé nhip diéu, vé hinh thirc biéu hién. Cho du
viée suu tim, dich thuét cia ong Doan Thanh
da duoc 6ng Cu Hoa Van, lic bay gio véi
cuong vi 1a Phé Chu tich Uy ban Hanh chinh
tinh Lao Cai, nhan danh 1a mét ngudi Meo,
danh gia rit cao: “Ong Dodn Thanh d3 c6
nhiéu ¢b gang nghién ctru phong tuc tip quan
va tim hiéu tAm tu tinh cam cua ngudi Méo
nén da chon dugc nhiing 101 1€ thich hop
dung cho nhitng bai dich. Do d6, cac bai dich
khong sai nguyén ban” [6]. Ngoai ra, chinh
tac gia Dodn Thanh khang dinh: “dé ddam bdo
ban dich duwoc twong doi tor, trong mot s6
truong hop, t6i dd phai dao lén ddio xuong
mot doi y hodc tir, hodc thém thdt mét vai chir
nhé khéng quan trong lam. Téi da kiém tra
lai cac ban dich bdng cach dua trén ban dich
tiéng phé théng dich nguoc lai thanh tiéng
Meéo, thi thdy hai ban khéng xa nhaw” [7].

Tht hai, cho du nhitng cau tho trén xuét
hién trudc hoac sau khi ngudi Hmong cod
chir (hodc biét chir), co thé tam thoi mic
dinh 1a trudc hodc sau Cach mang thang
Tam, thi n6 cling déu c6 y nghia nhat dinh
hay goi ra nhimg suy doan nhéat dinh.

Chiang han, néu nhu nhitng cau tho nay ra
doi tir trude Cach mang thang Tam, hay noi
rong hon, ra doi tr dan gian, thi chiing ta c6
thé it nhiéu khang dinh rang trong cau trac
céu tho clia nguoi Hmong tir truyén thong,
di c6 diu hiéu hién dai. Mat khac, néu
nhiing cdu tho trén kia di dwoc nin ddi theo
tu duy hién dai, thi ching ta cling c6 thé noi
rﬁng: déu hiéu hién dai nam trong dac trung
lwu truyén cua tho ca din gian Hméng.

Toém lai, véi tit ca nhimg diéu da trinh bay
& trén, ching t6i cho rang, vé phuong dién
céu tric cau tho trong tho ca Hméng truyén
théng, ¢6 hai van dé dugc biéu hién: mot 14,
xuét phat tir dic trung riéng cia thé tho dan
dén sy bién dbi linh hoat ctia ciu trac ciu tho,
va nhip tho cua cic cau cling kho xac dinh.
(T4t nhién, v6i quan niém xéc dinh nhip diéu
trong cau tho khong phai chi dé cho thuén tai,
dé doc, ma phai biéu dat dugc ndi dung y
nghia cau tho mdt cach hiru hiéu). Hai 1a, mot
s6 cau tho ¢ su vénh léch vé nhip di€u so
v6i quy luat truyén théng, thi sy tan bién d6
mang nhiing dAu hiéu cta tho hién dai. O mot
chung muc nao do, nhan dinh cua ching to6i
¢6 thé con chua thiu ddo, song d6 13 nhitng
c¢b ging ban du ciia ngudi nghién citu, trong
cong viéc khong dé& dang nham tim ra nhitng
dic trung mang tinh ban sic ciia tho Hmong
truyén thong, nén co 18 ciing can dén mot su
thé tat nhat dinh.
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