52

NHUNG VAN DE BACH KHOA THU

SO LUOC LICH SU BIEN SOAN
BACH KHOA TOAN THU PHUONG TAY
TU THOI CO PAI PEN CAN HIEN DAI

Tom tit: Bach khoa toan thu 14 loai hinh cong trinh tra
ctru ¢6 lich sir hinh thanh va phat trién tir rit 1au doi.
Cho dén nay, nhiéu qudc gia trén thé gi6i, trong d6 co
Viét Nam, dic bi¢t quan tdm va phat trién viéc bién
soan bach khoa toan thu. Bai 1€ day la viéc lam quan
trong trong viéc cung cap cho nhén loai & moi thoi dai
nhiing tri thitc co ban, chinh xac vé moi linh vuc khoa
hoc x& hdi va nhan van, khoa hoc tu nhién, khoa hoc
ky thuat va cong nghé. Dé thuc hién t6t viée bién soan
cac cong trinh bach khoa toan thu hién dai, viéc tim
hiéu v& lich sir bién soan bach khoa toan thu qua cac
thoi ky 1a viéc lam y nghia va can thiét. Bai viét tap
trung vao trinh bay lich sir bién soan bach khoa toan
thu phuong Tay tir thoi C6 dai dén can Hién dai.

Tir khod: Béach khoa toan thu, Co dai, Trung dai,
can Hién dai.

Abstract: Encyclopedia is a type of reference work
with a long history of formation and development.
Up to now, many countries around the world,
including Vietnam, have paid special attention to
and developed the compilation of encyclopedias.
Because this is an important work in providing
humanity at all times with basic and accurate
knowledge in all fields of social sciences and
humanities, natural sciences, technical and
technological sciences. To successfully compile
modern encyclopedias, learning about the history of
encyclopedia compilation through different periods
is meaningful and necessary. The article focuses on
presenting the history of compiling Western encyclopedias
from Ancient Period to Early Modern Period.

Keywords: Encyclopedias, Ancient Period, Medieval
Period, Early Modern Period.

NGUYEN THI THANH NGA *

1. Pat van dé

Bach khoa toan thu 1a mét loai sach cong
cy, ¢O6 chuc nang tra ctru. Lich st bién soan
bach khoa toan thu gin lién véi lich sir hinh
thanh nganh Béach khoa thu hoc. Chinh bdi
vay, cac cong trinh bach khoa toan thu cling
trai qua nhiing giai doan voi nhiing tinh chat
khac nhau. Dya vao nhiing tinh chat co ban do,
c6 thé tam chia thanh bdn thoi ky cua lich st
bién soan bach khoa toan thu nhu sau: Co dai,
Trung dai, can Hi¢n dai va Hién dai. Trong
gi6i han bai viét, chung toi trinh bay vé lich sir
bién soan bach khoa toan thu & ba giai doan
dau: C6 dai, Trung dai va can Hién dai. Boi 18,
vé co ban, & ba thoi ky nay c6 nhitng ndi dung,
tinh chét tuong ddi twong ddng va & cac nudc
phuong Tay, vi day dugc xem la cai ndi cua
nén bién soan bach khoa toan thu. Phuong Tay
duoc hiéu & day 1a chi cac nude Tay Au cing
v6i mot phan Bic My hop thanh to chirc Béc
bai Tay Duong [8, tr.710].

2. Bach khoa toan thw phwong Tay thoi
Co dai, Trung dai, cin Hién dai

2.1. Vé thudt ngit “bdch khoa toan thu”

Khi néi dén bach khoa toan thu, nguoi ta
nhic dén tac gia Platon, boi 18 thuat ngir
“bach khoa toan thu” manh nha tir thoi do,
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xuat hién trong mot tac phdm cua ong [7,
tr.674]. Song cac nghién ctru déu chi ra rang,
trong sudt thoi ky Hy lap C6 dai, khong co
cong trinh nao c6 tén “bach khoa toan
thu” [4, tr.52] [7, tr.674]. Tai chau Au, thuat
ngit ndy dugc xudt hién 1an dau tién & Anh
vao nam 1531 trong mdt tic pham cia tac gia
Thomas Elyot va & Phap nam 1533 cua tac
gia Rabelais [7, tr.674]. Tuy nhién, n6 méi
chi dugc xuit hién trong cic cong trinh
nghién ciru. O thoi CH dai hay Trung dai ciing
vay, thuat nglt nay duong nhu khong dugc
dung dé dat tiéu dé sach. Phai dén cubi thé ky
XVI, mdt hoc gia ngudi Hungary, Paulus
Scalichus méi sir dung thudt ngit nay dé dit
téen  sach  Encyclopaedia,  seu  orbis
disciplinarum epistemum (Bach khoa thu hay
chu trinh cac bd mén kién thic), dugc bién
soan vao nam 1599 [7, tr.648]. Sang thé ky
XVI va XVII, thuat ngir “bach khoa toan thu”
dan tré nén phd bién ¢ cac nudc trén thé gidi,
duogc dung dé dat tén cho cac cudn sach, cac
cong trinh bach khoa thu.

Bach khoa toan thu la thuat ngt dich tur
tiéng Anh: encyclopedia, tiéng Phap:
encyclopédie. Tir nay bat ngudn tir tiéng Hy
Lap cb 13 éyxdrhioc maudeio, duoc chuyén ngir
thanh enkyklios paideia. En “trong”, kyklios
“vong, chu trinh”, paideia “gido duc”, nghia
den la “gido duc trong mdt chu trinh”, tirc 1a
giang day tat ca céc tri thic [3, tr. 66]. C6 thé
hiéu, nghia ban diu, bach khoa toan thu la
cong trinh hé théng hoa toan bo céc tri thic
nhdm muc dich giao duc nguoi doc mot cach
toan dién, bao g6m moi linh vuc cua tri thirc.
Vé sau, nhitng ngudi chép tay bang tiéng
Latinh da chuyén cum tir trén thanh mot tr
Hy Lap 1 enkuklopaedia, va dan dan thanh tir
Latinh méi 1a encyclopaedia, sau dugc su
dung thong dung trong tiéng Anh nhu hién
nay: encyclopaedia/ encyclopedia.

Tir cudi thé ky XVII cho dén nay, duoc
xem la thoi ky cua bach khoa toan thu hién

dai, khai niém cua thuét ngir nay da cé nhiing
thay d6i nhéat dinh. M& dau cho trudong phai
bach khoa toan thu hién dai, trong Loi noi
ddu cua cong trinh Bdch khoa toan thu
Diderot, tac gia da viét: “Bo bach khoa thu
dugc trinh bay mot cach tong quat va c6 hé
thong nhiam muc dich cung cip céac tri thirc
rai rac trén khip Trai dat, cho nhimng ngudi
dang séng voi chung ta va cho nhimg thé hé
sau...” [5, tr.4].

O Viét Nam, mot s6 tac gia cling dua ra
khai niém “bach khoa toan thu”, nhu Nguyén
Kim Than [3], Kim Ngoc [1], Nhém tac gia
[2]... va v& co ban déu cho rang bach khoa
toan thu 1a mdt loai sach c6 chic nang lam
cong cu tra ctru va hoc tap, c6 dac diém 1a hé
thong hoa tri thirc, chira dung cac thong tin
khoa hoc mot cach tong quat va dang tin cay.

Bai viét nay khong hudng téi myc dich lam
sang to cac khai ni¢m “bach khoa toan thu” ctia
cac tac gia khac nhau ma chi trinh bay nhiing
nét co ban dé chi ra rang, theo tién trinh lich sir
bién soan bach khoa toan thu, tir sy thay ddi vé
chirc niang, tinh chét qua timg thdi ky ma khai
niém vé “bach khoa toan thu” cling c6 su bién
d6i. Pay la nhimg co so 1y luan quan trong va
can thiét cho viéc bién soan cac cong trinh bach
khoa toan thu hién dai.

2.2. Bach khoa toan thw phwong Tady thoi
Cé dai

Bach khoa toan thu ¢6 ngudn gbe ra doi tir
thdi C6 dai. Theo nhan dinh cua mot sé nha
nghién ctru Viét Nam nhu: Ha Hoc Trac [6],
Kim Ngoc [1], Nguyén Kim Than [7],
Nguyén Trung Thuan [4] va nhiéu tic gia
khac thi bach khoa toan thu co6 lich sir hon
2.000 nam. Vay dya vao dau dé chung ta co
thé dwa ra dugc mdc thoi diém duoc cho ring
dd co nhitng cong trinh bach khoa thu dau
tién nhu vay. Khi ban vé lich st hinh thanh va
bién soan bach khoa toan thu ¢ phuong Tay,
cho dén nay van con nhiéu y kién khac nhau
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vé cac tac gia bach khoa thu dau tién. Nguyén
Kim Than cho ring Democritus (460-370
TCN), mot triét gia nguodi Hy Lap, 1a nguoi
dau tién da viét nhitng cong trinh mang tinh
bach khoa [7, tr.637] va tao ra Thuyét nguyén
tik thé so. Ong ciing 14 ngudi danh nhiéu thoi
gian va tién bac di du lich khip moi noi voi
muc dich 13 tim hiéu thém nhiéu kién thirc dé
viét sach. Ngoai ra, ciing ¢6 nhiéu nha nghién
ctru dua ra mdc thoi gian khac lién quan dén
hai hoc trd cta nha triét hoc C6 dai Hy Lap
Platon (427-347 TCN), d6 la Speusippus
(408-339 TCN) va Aristotle (384-322 TCN)
[6, tr.12; 3, tr.52; 1, tr.63]. Tuy vé sau
Speusippus dwoc biét dén qua nhiing tac
pham roi rac con luu lai. Song, né van giup
ngudi doc nhan thiy rang cong trinh tic gia
bién soan vé phan loai thyc vat va dong vat.
D6 1a Iy do nhiéu nha nghién ctru cho ring
ddy méi 1a nguoi dau tién bién soan cong
trinh ¢o tinh bach khoa. Tiép theo do la
Aristotle, ngudi di c6 nhimng tac phim mang
tinh bach khoa vé Triét hoc, Logic hoc, Chinh
tri hoc, Lich st tu nhi€n, Thi ca hoc, Tu tir
hoc,... dé phuc vu cho vi¢c giang day &
Athens. Nho d6 ma cac cong trinh sach giao
khoa ciing nhu nhing kién thirc bach khoa
ma Ong truyén dat cd sirc lan téa manh mé.
D6 1a 1y do vi sao nhiéu nha nghién ctru lai
cho rang diy méi 1a cha dé cua bach khoa
toan thu. Nhu vay, vé co ban, cho du la
Aristotle, Speusippus, hay Democritus thi
méc khéi thuy cia bach khoa toan thu van
khong hé thay doi, vi gin nhu ca ba tic gia
Hy Lap nay song & cung thé hé, vao thé ky IV
TCN. Nhu vay, co thé két luan rﬁng, cho dén
nay nhiing cong trinh mang tinh bach khoa
thu co lich str trén 2.000 ndm cua céac tac gia
duoc hinh thanh ¢ thoi Hy Lap C6 dai.

Céc nghién ciru chi ra rang, sy hinh thanh
nay khong phai tir yéu cau ciia Ngon ngit hoc
ma tir chinh 1y, truyén thu nhing tri thic cia
nhan loai. Cac nha bac hoc ¢ thoi ky nay cé

mong mudn phan anh trang thai tri thirc cia
xa héi duong dai vé thé gidi xung quanh va
vé ban than con ngudi. Song bai viét dong ¥
v6i quan diém cua tac gia Nguyén Kim Than
khi cho rang: day 1a nhitng nha béac hoc vi dai,
cd bd o6c bach khoa” chir chua that 1a nhitng
nha bién soan bach khoa toan thu [7, tr.637]. Va
cac cong trinh ¢ thoi Hy Lap C6 dai nay ciing
chua hin 1a cic bach khoa toan thu that su,
nd dugc xem nhu 1a nhitng cong trinh mang
tinh bach khoa thu. Méc du vay, day chinh la
nhiing tién dé cho sy hinh thanh bién soan
cac cong trinh bach khoa toan thu ¢ thoi ky
La Mi C dai va sau nay. Nhimng cong trinh
c6 tinh khéi thuy d6 va ca nhiing cong trinh
mang tinh bach khoa dugc bién soan vé sau
trong nghién ctru nay déu dugc tam coi 1a
nhting bach khoa toan thu. Nhu vay ciing cho
thiy mot diéu rang, bach khoa toan thu bt
ngudn tir sach giao khoa, dugc bién soan voi
muc dich gido duc nguoi doc.

Thoi ky tiép theo, La Ma C6 dai duogc
danh déu boi hai cong trinh cua hai tac gia
Varro va Pliny the Elder. Marcus Terentius
Varro (116-27 TCN), la nha van La Ma, da
bién soan cong trinh Antiquities of Human
and Divine Things (Nhitng do cé cia con
nguoi va than thanh), day 1a mot bach khoa
toan thu vé lich sir. Bén canh d6, 9 quyén
sach Cac moén hoc (Disciplinarium Libri 1X)
ctia Ong 1a mot két cau kién thic mang tinh
bach khoa thu véi 9 mén hoc nghé thuat tu
do: Ngir phap hoc, Logic hoc, Tu tir hoc, S6
hoc, Hinh hoc, Thién van hoc, Am nhac, Y
hoc va Kién truc. Cac cong trinh cta ong:
Portraits (Nhitng chdn dung) 1a mot tuyén tap
gdém 700 ban tom tit tiéu sir; On agriculture
(Ban vé néng nghiép) va On the Latin
Language (Ban vé ngoén ngit La tinh) da dua
ra nhimng thong tin vé cac sy vat va nhiing tir
quan trong d6i voi ngudi La Ma [6, tr.12; 7,
tr.638; 10]. Nhung trong céc tai li¢u nghién
ctru cho rang cic cong trinh cia ong gid chi
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con lai nhitng doan roi rac. Pliny the Elder
(23-79 SCN), 1a nha hung bién La Ma, da
bién soan cong trinh Naturalis Historia (Lich
sir t nhién) & thé ky 1, theo chu dé [6, tr.12;
7, tr.638; 10]. Bo sach gdm 37 quyén, 2.493
chuong vé Lich st tu nhién, Ngh¢ thuat va
Kién truc, Y hoc, Dia ly, Dia chét cung tat ca
moi miat cua thé gidi xung quanh. Bo sich
dugc in, xudt ban niam 80. Cong trinh nay tao
thanh mot ngudn thong tin quy gia vo han vé
kién thirc ctia ngudi C6 dai. Vi nhitng kién
thirc thiét yéu cua phwong Tay Kitd ca vé
bong vat hoc va Thyuc vat hoc, trong Y hoc
va Khoang vat hoc, b sach duogc st dung
rong rai thoi Trung cd, dén thé ky XX van
con duoc tiép tuc tai ban.

Nhu vay, bach khoa toan thu thoi ky C6
dai tir Speusippus hay Aristotle dén Pliny the
Elder, tir thoi nguyén thiy dén khoang thé ky
V, déu duoc quan ni€ém nhu mot ly tuéng van
hoéa [10] véi mong mudn tap hop tat ca kién
thizc clia con nguoi vao trong tam tay. Y
tuong 4y thuong dua trén 2 nén tang: Mdt,
ghi chép khai quét lai tit ca moi kién thic ma
loai nguoi da co; Hai, tién hanh chinh Iy va
phan loai nhiing tri thirc da co [4, tr.52]. Thoi
ky nay, cac cong trinh c6 tinh chit co ban 1a
sach gidao khoa, véi ndi dung dua trén gido
trinh giang day bay nghé ty do thoi d6: Ngi
phap hoc, Logic hoc, Tu tir hoc, Hinh hoc, Sé
hoc, Thién vin hoc va Am nhac. V& sau thém
hai nghé nira 1a Y hoc va Kién truc.

2.3. Bach khoa toan thu phwong Tay thoi
Trung dai

Mot trong nhitng hoc gia ndi tiéng thoi
Trung dai, do 1a Isidore of Seville (560-636
SCN), 1a dai gido chu Co dbc gido Tay Ban
Nha. Ong duogc xem 13 ngudi di déu trong
vi€c bién soan bach khoa toan thu thoi ky nay
voi  cong trinh bach khoa toan thu
Etymologies (Tw nguyén hoc) thuc hién
khoang nim 630 SCN. Bo sach gédm 20
quyén, 448 chuong, bién soan theo cc chu dé

khéc nhau: Ngh¢ thuat ty do, Y hoc, Luat
phap, Nién dai hoc, cac nghi 1€ va gido hoi,
Chua, thanh than, nhitng nguoi ti vi dao, nha
tho, ngon nglt va xa hoi, con nguoi, loai vat,
dd an thirc uéng, ndi trg, nong cuy,... Pay la
cong trinh ndi tiéng thoi Trung dai va dugc
luu truyén dén ngay nay. Bo sach ¢ y nghia
to 16n boi day 1a bach khoa toan thu dau tién
sit dung tranh minh hoa va c¢6 mot quyén
trong d6 duoc sap xép theo trat ty alphabet
thay vi theo phuong phap truyén thong bién
soan theo chu deé.

Nhiéu nha nghién ctru lich sir thoi Trung
dai d3 nhan dinh ring, day la thoi ky toi tim
trong lich sir nhan loai va giai doan tir thé ky
VII d&n XI la giai doan tri tré tri tué. Tuy
nhién, n6 chi mang tinh chat gian doan. Thuc
té ching minh diéu d6 qua viéc nghién ctu
lich sir bién soan bach khoa toan thu. Thoi
tién Trung dai danh du sy ra doi cong trinh
bach khoa thu 7w nguyén hoc cia tac gia
Isidore of Seville [6, tr.13; 7, tr.638; 10]. Va
tiép do, thé ky XIII dugc xem la thoi ky
hoang kim cua tri thire thoi Trung dai. Trong
do, su ra doi cia hang loat bach khoa toan
thu duoc xem nhu 1a mét trong nhiing két qua
ndi bat cua hoat dong tri tu¢ maéi nay. Cac nha
sir hoc cho rang, khoang giita ndm 1175 va
1275 dugc xem la thoi ky vang son cua bach
khoa toan thu Trung dai. Bén canh do, tu dau
thé ky XII dén thé ky XV chimg kién sy ra
doi ctia nhiéu cong trinh bach khoa toan thu
nhu: (1) De naturis rerum et super
Ecclesiasten (Vé bdn chdt ciia sw vdt) cia
Alexander Neckam [9, 10], dugc bién soan
vao cudi thé ky XII, dau thé ky XIII. Ong la
mot nha tho, nha van, nha gido va nha than
hoc. Cong trinh ctia 6ng dugc xem nhu la mot
béach khoa toan thu tong hop cac tri thirc thoi
dai cua thé gidi, bao gdm c6 nam phan. Hai
phan dau ban nhitng van dé vé tu nhién, ba
phan sau ban cac van dé vé Giao hoi. Hai
phan dau, tac gia tiép can Thién Chaa, anh
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sang (bao gom ca thién than va cac thién thé),
thoi gian, yéu tb, lira, khong khi va chim,
nude va ca, dat, kim loai, thuc vat, cay cbi,
d4, dong vat trén can, con ngudi va cudi cling
la duc tinh va sy sai sot; (2) De natura rerum
(Vé ban chat cua su vat) cua Thomas de
Cantimpré, dugc bién soan tir nam 1228 dén
nam 1244 [9, 10]. Tac gia la nguoi Bi, tung
lam vi¢c trong cic tu vién va co thoi gian
theo hoc & Paris. La mot nha than hoc, nguoi
viét truyén kinh thanh va duoc goi 1a nha bién
soan bach khoa toan thu. B sach duogc bién
soan theo truyén théng cua bach khoa thu
Trung dai, gdm 19 quyén, dé cap dén cac chu
dé sau: con nguoi, dong vat, thuc vat, nudc,
da, kim loai, Thién van hoc va cac hi¢n tuong
tu nhién; (3) De proprietatatibus rerum (Vé
cac dac tinh cua sy vdt) cia Bartholomaeus
Anglicus (Barthélémy 1’Angalais) thuc hién
gitta nam 1230 va 1250 [9, 10]. Tac gia nguoi
Anh nhung 1a hoc gia cua Paris. La mdt Gidm
muc lam vi¢c trong nha thd. B sach duogc
viét cho d6i twong sinh vién va cong chung.
Bao gé)m 19 quyén theo cac trinh tu: Chua,
thién than, Tam 1y hoc, Sinh Iy hoc, Kinh té,
Y hoc, Vii tru hoc, Nién dai hoc, cac loai
chim, ca, Dia ly, khoang vat, thuc vat, dong
vat cho dén quyén cudi ciing vé mau sic, mui
vi, dd an, thic ubng, khdi lugng va do ludng.
Bo sach dugc dich sang tiéng Phap nam
1372; (4) Speculum Maius (Tam guwong vi
dai) cua Vincent de Beauvais, bién soan trong
hai nam 1257-58 [7, tr.639; 10]. Ong 1a mot
tu s Phép, dong Dominica, ting lam viéc
trong nhiéu tu vién. Cong trinh nhu mot birc
tranh toan canh vé& thoi Trung dai, gdbm ba
phan: Guong lich str, Guong tu nhién, Guong
hoc thuyét va luan ly; (5) Li Livres dou
Trésor (Kho tang kién thirc) cta Brunetto
Latini (Burnecto Latino), dugc bién soan nam
1260 [7, tr.639; 10]. Ong 1a nha bac hoc kiém
nha chinh trj nguoi Y. Trong thoi gian luu
vong tai Phap, 6ng da viét cong trinh Li

Livres dou Trésor bang tiéng Phap cb. Sau
nay cong trinh duoc coi la bach khoa toan thu
dau tién trong mot ngdn ngit chau Au hién
dai. Cong trinh bao gdm c6 ba cubn sach voi
cac ndi dung ban luin vé cic vin d& Théan
hoc, Lich su, Pia ly, Vii try hoc, Vat ly, Pao
dtrc, Nghé thuat co hoc,...; (6) Compendium
philosophiae (Tém tdt triét hoc) ciia mot tac
gia vo danh duogc két thuc vao khoang nim
1300 [10]; (7) Margarita philosophica (Triét
hoc Margarita) cia George Reisch, mot muc
su nguoi Plc, cong trinh dugc bién soan nam
1496 [7, tr.639; 10]. Pay la mot cudn bach
khoa toan thu vé tri thirc danh cho sinh vién
tré va chtra dung trong muoi hai cudn sach vé
cac linh vuc: Ngit phap Latinh, Bi¢n chung,
Hung bién, S6 hoc, Am nhac, Hinh hoc,
Thién van hoc, Vat 1y, Lich sir ty nhién, Sinh
1y hoc, Tam ly hoc va Pao duc. Coéng trinh c6
hinh thirc nhu mét cudn sach gido khoa thong
thuong cua céc truong trung hoc thoi do.

C6 thé nhan thdy, dic trung co ban cia
bach khoa toan thu phuong Tay thoi ky
Trung dai, khoang tir cudi thé ky V dén thé ky
XV 1a gin lién v6i viée xay dung nén van hoa
Kitd gido. Gido hoi va than hoc c6 anh huong
16n dén viéc bién soan bach khoa toan thu.
Céc nha nghién ciru da chi ra rang: ddi véi
cac tu vién dau thoi Trung dai ciing nhu d6i
v6i cac truong dai hoc kinh vién, thé gioi la
mot tong thé hoan chinh nhung con ngudi
chua biét dén ddy du. Do d6, van dé 1a liét ké
cang nhiéu ddu hiéu cang tot va giai thich
chung dé gitip con nguoi cb ging giai ma
chung va hiéu rd hon vé s6 phan ciia minh
[10]. Chinh béi vay, ndi dung chu yéu duoc
dé cap trong cac cong trinh thoi Trung dai
thuong 1a cac van d& vé Than hoc, Toén gido,
Thién Chuta, Nha tho, Gido hdi,... véi y
tuong cho rang khai ngudn cua tri tud, cua
moi tri thitc déu xuét phat tir Thuong dé. Tac
gid cua cac cong trinh bach khoa toan thu
thoi ky nay thuong 1a cac linh myc, muc su,
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tu si, gidam muc, cac nha than hoc. Céac nha
the, tu vién td chic bién soan bach khoa toan
thu dé huan luyén, boi dudng gi6i chirc than
hoc boi 1€ khi d6, viéc rao giang ctua ho ¢ do
1a phuong tién truyén tai kién thtc. O thoi ky
nay, cac cong trinh vé co ban van mang tinh
chat 1a sach gido khoa, chirc ning sach cong
cu méi chi thé hién budc dau [1, tr.64].

2.4. Bach khoa toan thw phwong Tdy thoi
cdn Hién dai

O chau Au, vao thé ky XV, XVI nganh In
an phat trién, tao budc phat trién vuot béc
cho viéc phat hanh sach va hoc thuat. Cac nha
nghién ctu déu chi ra réng trong bdi canh d6
thac ddy su ra doi ctia nhidu cong trinh tra
clru ¢ tinh chat bach khoa. Tir thé ky XVI
dén gitra thé ky XVIII dugc tam goi 1 giai
doan dit nén mong cho bach khoa toan thu
hién dai. Thoi ky nay ciing ching kién su ra
doi ctia nhidu cong trinh bach khoa thu. Nam
1559, tac gid nguoi Hungary, Paulus
Scalichus d3 bién soan va cho xuit ban &
Thuy si cubn Encyclopaedia, seu orbis
disciplinarum epistemum (Bach khoa thu hay
chu trinh cdc bé mén kién thirc) [10]. Tuy
nhién, cong trinh khong may ndi tiéng va
khong dugc cac nha khoa hoc duong thoi
danh gia cao. Tiép dén 1a tac gia nguoi Pc,
Johann Heinrich Alsted (1558-1638), 1a mot
nha van, yéu thich than hoc va bién soan bach
khoa toan thu. Ong bién soan cudn The
Encyclopaedia, Septem Tomis Distincta
(Bdch khoa thir bay tdp) vé cic ndi dung sau:
khoa hoc, nghé thuét, gi4o 1y chinh théng, cac
nghich 1y, nghé thuat néi, thubc 1a,... [7,
tr.639]. Tac gia John Harris (1667-1719), mot
muc su ¢ London, soan quyén Lexicon
Technicum; or an Universal English
Dictionary of Arts and Sciences... (Tir vung
ki thudt hay Tir dién tong hop cdc nghé thudt
va khoa hoc...) nam 1704 [7, tr.640]. bay
khéng nhiing dugc xem nhu 1a céng trinh
bach khoa toan thu cua thoi dai ma con la bo

béach khoa toan thu dau tién sip xép theo trat
tu chit cai alphabet. V& ndi dung cia cong
trinh d3 c6 nhiéu thay d6i so véi cic cong
trinh trude d6. Tac gia bo ndi dung than hoc,
khoéng chép tho ca va gidi thi¢u cac sach can
doc dé hiéu rong thém. Johann Theodor
Jablonski (1654-1721), nguoi Ba Lan, bién
soan Bdch khoa thi tong hop vé cdac nghé
thudt va cdc khoa hoc, xuit ban nam 1721 [7,
tr.642]. Johann Heinrich Zedler (1706-1760),
tac gia nguoi Puc bién soan Bach khoa thuw
tong hop cdc khoa hoc va nghé thudt (1732-
1750) [7, tr.642]. Bo sach bao gom ca lich s,
dia 1y, tiéu sir danh nhan. Tac gia Y Vincenzo
Coronelle (1650-1718) bién soan bd bach
khoa toan thu véi tén Biblioteca Universale
Sacro-Profana (Tu sach tong hop thanh than
va thé tuc) méi xuit ban duoc 6 tap (1701-
1706) [7, tr.643]. Tiép dén phai ké dén cong
trinh  The Cyclopaedia, or a Universal
Dictionary of Arts and Sciences (Bach khoa
toan thu hay Tir dién tong hop cac nghé thuat
va cac khoa hoc c6 giai thich cac thuat ngir)
xudt ban nam 1728 cua nha van, nha bach
khoa toan thu ngudi Anh Ephraim Chambers
[6, tr. 14; 7, tr.640]. B0 sach chi c6 hai tép,
song mang y nghia v cung to 16n trong lich
st bién soan bach khoa toan thu cua chau Au.
N6 14 co s& cho nhiéu qudc gia khic bién
soan cac cong trinh bach khoa toan thu, ngay
cd b0 Bdch khoa toan thu Diderot. Pay la
nhing cong trinh ctia mot sd tac gia tiéu biéu
tir cudi thé ky XVI dén nira dau thé ky XVIIL
Ngoai ra con ¢o thé co cac cong trinh cua cac
tac gia & cac quoc gia khac nhau ma & nghién
ctru nay chua thé liét ké hét duogc.

Vé co ban, thoi can Hién dai tir cudi thé
ky XV dén gitra thé ky XVIII 1a giai doan
danh dau su phat trién vuot bac cua bach
khoa toan thu. Diéu d6 c6 dugc 1a nho vao y
tuong vé sy phan loai khoa hoc va xay dung
nhitng mdi quan hé lién két hitu co giita cac
mén loai khoa hoc cta nha triét hoc Anh -
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Francis Bacon ¢ dau thé ky XVIL Su anh
huéng cia 6ng dbi voi cac nha bién soan
bach khoa toan thu thoi ky nay 1a kha lon.
CAu trac ndi dung c6 sy thay doi tién bo. Hay
n6i cach khac, d6 1a huynh hudng tir chbi dya
vao qua khtr va thoi C6 dai dé noi rang “khoa
hoc phai dugc rut ra tir anh sang cia tu nhién,
khong dugc ldy tir bong tdi cua thoi CO
dai” [9, tr.6]. Nho d0, cac yéu tb mé tin di
doan, than hoc, phi khoa hoc duoc loai b dan,
thay vao d6 13 nhitng kién thirc khoa hoc theo
hé thdng tri thirc nhan loai. Tir phuong phap
bién soan theo chi dé chuyén dan sang bién
soan theo trat ty alphabet. N§i dung sép xép
theo phuong phap tir dién. Thoi ky nay, bach
khoa toan thu cé tinh chit chu yéu 13 chuc
nang sach cong cu cd kiém chirc nang gido
duc [1, tr.64].

3. Két luin

Khao sat lich st bi€n soan bach khoa toan
thu cta cic nude phuong Tay tir thoi C6 dai
dén can Hién dai cho théy: Cac cong trinh &
thoi ky CO6 dai vé thuc chat dé 1a cac cong
trinh mang tinh bach khoa, chua that su la
bach khoa toan thu. N6 chua mang tinh chat
ciia mot cudn sach cong cu ma mang tinh
chat 1a sach giao khoa. Giai doan bach khoa
toan thu Trung dai: vé co ban, cac cong trinh
mang tinh bach khoa vin mang tinh chét 1a
sach giao duc. Thoi ky cubi Trung dai bat dau
manh nha xu hudng c6 chic nang nhu sach
cong cu. Tuy nhién, ddy van 1a thoi ky ma
nha tho, t6n gido va than hoc quyét dinh chi
phdi tu tudng cua con ngudi va co anh huong
to 16n dén khoa hoc noi chung va viéc bién
soan bach khoa toan thu noéi riéng. Giai doan
bach khoa toan thu can Hién dai dugc xem la
giai doan dit nén moéng cho bach khoa toan
thu hién dai. Nho vao sy phat trién ciia nganh

in 4n va ¥ tuong vé su phan loai khoa hoc,
cac cong trinh bach khoa thu c6 dan sy thay doi
ca vé ndi dung va hinh thirc, ¢6 tinh chét chi
yéu 14 chirc ning sach cong cu. Tém lai, lich sir
bién soan bach khoa toan thu phuong Tay qua
cac thoi ky cho thiy duoc sy tién trién cia xa
hoi chau Au néi riéng va toan thé gidi noi
chung. Nhitng cong trinh bach khoa thu mang
lai gid tri to 16n trong viéc loai bé nhiing tu
tudng phong kién lac hiu va thic ddy phat trién
nhitng tu tudng tién bo cho nhan loai.
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