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NGON NGU POI THOAI TRONG TAC PHAM
CO TUHONG CUA PAO TRINH NHAT

Tom tit: Nhan vat co Tu Hong trong tac pham
cuing tén cta Pao Trinh Nhét (liy bbi canh 1a xi
héi Viét Nam nhitng nam cudi thé ky XIX déau thé
ky XX) la hinh tuong ngh¢ thudt c6 nguyén mau
timg gay nhiéu tranh cai. Bai viét tap trung ly giai
strc hap din cua nhan vat tir goc do ngon ngir dbi
thoai trong tac phiam. Két qua nghién ctru cho
thdy, ngon ngir dbi thoai di gép phan khic hoa
nhan vat chinh 13 ngudi phu nit khac hin véi
nhiing chuan muc dao dirc cua ngudi phu nit
truyén théng. Do 1a sy chu dong, vuot 1én trén
hoan canh, thong minh, biét ing bién trong moi
tinh huéng, hiéu thao véi cha me, 4n nghia voi
nguoi than. Nhan vat ¢ Tu Hong 1a mot hinh
tuong ngh¢ thuat doc déo, the hién cai nhin mai
mé vé con ngudi, cudc song cuia nha vin Pao
Trinh Nhat so véi duong thoi. Tiéu thuyét C6 Tu
Hoéng ximg déng 12 mot thanh tuu quan trong cia
van hoc Viét Nam budi giao thoi.

Tir khoa: Ngon ngit ddi thoai, c6 Tu Hf”)ng, Pao
Trinh Nht, giai doan giao thoi.

Abstract: Ms. Tu Hong, the eponymous
character in Dao Trinh Nhat’s literary work (in
the context of Vietnamese society in the late 19th-
and early 20th- century) is an artistic image
whose archetype has been controversial. This
article focuses on analyzing the -character’s
attractiveness from the perspective of the dialogue
language in the work. Research results show that
the language of dialogue contributes to portraying
the main character as a woman who is different
from the moral standards of traditional women,
what makes her different is her proactivity to
overcome difficult circumstances, intelligence,
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resourcefulness, filial piety to parents, and
kindness to relatives. Ms. Tu Hong is a unique
artistic image, showing a new perspective on
people and life of the writer Pao Trinh Nhét in
comparison with his contemporaries. The novel
Ms. Tu Hong deserves to be a remarkable
achievement of Vietnamese literature in the
transition period.

Keywords: Language of dialogue, Ms. Tu Hong,
Dao Trinh Nhat, transition period.

1. Mé dau

Nhan vat me Tay, tiéu biéu 1a ¢ Tu H@)ng,
13 nhan vét gdy nhiéu tranh cii nhét cudi thé
ky XIX, dau thé ky XX. Hang loat tic phim
ctia cac nha Nho ra doi mang y vi chim biém,
da kich tryc dién vao nhan vat nay. Trong $6
nhitng Nho si duong thoi, cu Tam Nguyén
Yén D6 da thé hién thai do cham biém siu
cay nhat. Nguyén Khuyén di goi dich danh
¢ Tu Hong 13 “di”: Cha doi con di ciu Nom.
“Nguyén Khuyén dic biét khinh ghét bon me
Tay. Ong da gom tat ca nhimg 10i chiri chua
ngoa nhat trong dan di dé vach rd ban chat
bon dy” [3, tr.212]. Nguyén Khuyén nhin c6
Tu Hong nhu mét dién hinh cta sy xudng
cap vé dao duc budi giao thoi. O mot khia
canh khac, Nguyén Khuyén da dimg trén lap
trudng dan tdc dé td cdo, ché trach viéc co Tu
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Hong da bit tay 1am an véi thuc dan pha
thanh Ha No6i v6i bai tho Pha thanh Ha Noi.
Ngoai ra, 6ng con viét ca cau ddi dé cham
biém nhan vat: C6 hay chi cong ran cin ga
nha, phong luu chu Bat, phu quy di Tu, mdy
néi da timg qua trede mat/Théi dirng c6
rudc voi gidy ma to, sw nghiép ba Bong, tho
trr ong Hung, gio bay danh lé gdc ngoai tai.
Trong cau d6i nay, c6 Tu Hong bi liét vao
nhitng hang ngudi ban nudc, phan boi lai
nhan dan va dit nudc. [3]

Bai viét Hai logi chén dung phu nit, tac gia
Trin Thi Bang Thanh va Pham TG Chau
khing dinh thai do ciia Nguyén Khuyén dbi
v6i loai nhan vat méi nay; Tran Thi Hoa Lé
v6i bai viét Hinh twong nguoi phu nit trong
tho Ném Puwong ludt giai doan nira cudi thé ky
XIX (2011) ciing dua ra danh gia chung nhat
vé nhan vat me Tay; luan van thac s khoa hoc
Ngit van ctia Tran Thu Hién voi dé tai Hinh
twong nguoi phu nit trong tho vin Nguyén
Khuyén (2015) ciing dd dua ra nhitng nhan
dinh, d4nh gia vé kiéu nhan vit méi nay. Tuy
chura nhiéu nhung cac cong trinh, bai viét da
thé hién c4i nhin nhiéu chiéu vé nhan vt me
Tay - kiéu nhan vat méi lién quan dén yéu t6
phuong Ty - rat dic thu cia giai doan hau ky
trung dai. Tuy nhién, nhan vat c6 Tu Héng, dai
dién tiéu biéu nhét ctia kiéu nhan vat me Tay
chua dugc khai thac hé thong va bai ban.

Khi tac pham C6 Tiw Hong ciia Pao Trinh
Nhit ra doi, cau hoi “Tai sao ngudi dan
duong thoi lai hao himg don nhédn tac phdm
dén thé?” hay “C6 Tu Hong la ngudi co cong
hay c6 t6i?” tiép tuc dugc dat ra. Theo nhiéu
nha nghién ctru, mot phan 1a do tu tuéng va
nhan thuc cua dai ching da c6 su thay dbi.
Tang 16p thi dan méi khong con chiu nhiéu
g0 bo, ap luc cia hé quy chiéu dao dic
truyén thong. Mot phan 1a do ¢6 Tu Hong da
kip tré thanh mot huyén thoai, vuot qua quan
diém cua thoi dai, bat chap nhimg dinh kién

xa hdi. Nguoi duong thoi thuong xem nguoi
dan ba dep nhu 1a binh hoa di dong, la tac
nhan clia moi sy suy ddi xa hoi. Song, nhan
vat co Tu Héng lai c6 doi séng riéng, mot vé
dep riéng, mot ca tinh riéng, vira truyén thong
lai vira m6i mé. O nhan vat ludn chira dung
nhing yéu t6 1i ky, bi an va vi thé thu hat su
t0 mo cua cong chung.

Mot phuong dién khac ciing can nhéc t6i
1a loi thé cua thé loai tiéu thuyét ma Dao
Trinh Nhét d3 Iya chon. Cac giai thoai vé Tu
Hong duoc tac gia lién két khong theo mach
bién nién cua 16i chép sir théng thuong ma
sip xép roi ké lai theo hudng khoi day su t0
mo, phan doan va cho doi ¢ ban doc. Pay la
mot thi phép rat quen thudc va phd bién cua
cac tiéu thuyét dai ky trén bao. Dic biét, mic
du khai thac yéu t6 lich str nhung tac gia Dao
Trinh Nhat lai khong nhin nhan vat bing
nhdn quan clia mot sir gia ma bang nhin quan
ctia mot nha tiéu thuyét. Vi thé, thay vi khai
trién dién ngdn quy tdi cta dién ngodn lich sir,
cau chuyén vé cudc doi cua co Tu Héng lai
duoc Pao Trinh Nhét quy thanh mot tu su vé
mot kiép hong nhan bac phan. Tac gia chu
yéu khoi goi & ban doc niém tric 4n, cam
thuong hon 1a sy quy két.

Nhu vy, nhan vat c6 Tu Héng cua Pao
Trinh Nhit d3 dé lai 4n tuong dic biét cho doc
gia. Diém moi trong nghé thuét xay dung nhan
vat Tu H@)ng, do 1a tac gia da khic hoa dugc
hinh tuong nhan vat cé tinh cach hién thyc, da
chiéu (so v6i vin hoc trung dai cting dé tai).
Mot trong nhiing phuong tién gitip nha van
boc 16 tinh cach nhan vat d6 chinh 13 hé thong
ngdn ngit dbi thoai ciia nhan vat. Pay chinh 1a
noi dung bai viét tap trung 1am rd.

2. Noi dung

2.1. Ngon ngiv doi thogi trong tic phim tw sw

DPbi voi tac pham tu su, ngdn ngir doi
thoai cua nhan vat dong vai trd v6 cung quan
trong trong vi¢c xay dung hinh tugng nhéan
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vét. Mdi nhan vat ¢6 mot dic diém khac nhau
vé quy dinh cta thoi dai, moi truong, tang 16p
xuét than, trinh do hoc vén, nganh nghé, tam
ly, lra tudi, ca tinh, tm trang,... Nhitng dac
diém d6 tao cho nhan vat mot 16i ndi, mot
kiéu phat ngdn ¢ dic trung riéng, thé hién
qua truong tir vung, kiéu cau, ngir di¢u,... dé
161 truc tiép cua ho tré thanh mot hién tuong
ngodn ngir doc ddo, co tinh chit ca tinh hoa
nhan vat. Vi vay, nha van luén chu y quan
sat, lya chon, van dung dé tai hién ngon ngilr
nhan vat sao cho sinh dong, tu nhién nhu lo1
ndi that ngoai doi.

Ngon ngit ddi thoai ctia nhan vat trong tac
phim ty sy 1a mot cong cu hitu hiéu gitip nha
van khic hoa tinh cach nhén vat, tao nén “loi
an tiéng noi riéng” ciia mdi nhan vat, truyén
tai y d6 nghé thuat ma nha van gii gam vao
trong cdt truyén. Trong truyén, mdi khi nhan
vat phat ngon (xuat hién dbi thoai), co nghia
13 nguoi ké dd an minh, rat lui vao trong
nhuong 161 cho nhan vat tu ndi, tu boc 19, tu
phéat biéu y kién bang chinh ngdn ngit cia
minh. D6 13 thir ngdn ngit gin cude séng vao
tinh cach va cé tinh cua

hanh dong, mot sy kién ddi voi nhan vat
khac, gop phan khic hoa tinh cach nhan
vét, thac déy su phat trién cua tinh cach va
tinh tiét cbt truyén, qua d6 gép phan phan
anh hién thyc bén ngoai nhan vat, bde 10 tu
tuong nghé thuat cta tac gia va chu dé tac
pham.

2.2. Thong ké sé lwot thoai ciia nhén
vit co Tw Hong

Trong tac pham Cé Tw Hoéng, nha vin
Pao Trinh Nhét da rat cha y trong viée tao
1ap ngon ngir d6i thoai ctia nhan vét. Ngon
ngir cia mdi nhan vat trong tac pham déu
c6 mdt mau sic riéng. Trong d6, doc dao
nhit phai ké dén 1a ngdn ngit dbi thoai cua
nhan vt chinh - nhan vat c6 Tu Héng.

Tac pham kha dai, voi 132 trang sach
(sach gdc co nhiéu trang bi mat), dan xen
giita 161 din truyén 1 nhimg luot 101 dbi
thoai cuia cac nhan vat voi nhau. Khao sat
16 thoai cta cac nhan vat, c6 thé théy, nhan
vat co Tu Héng c6 sb luot thoai nhidu nhat.
Két qua nhu sau: (xem Bdng I).

nhdn vat mang she thai STT Poi thoai gitra cic nhan vat Sf')l(!rl;’(.)'t
riéng. T do, tinh cach, [ 1 | Tu Hong - 6ng c6 Hong (linh myc nha thé Phu Xuyén) 29
quan niém, ca tinh, d6i [ 2 | Tu Hdng - nguoi cha 15
song tam ly,... cia | 3 [Ty Hong - cAu Am khéch tro 12
nhan vt duoc hién 1€n [ 4 | Tu Hong - ¢6 Ba La Vich 11
mot Céch tw nhién, chdn [~ 5 | Ty Hong - ngudi em trai 10
thue nhat. 6 | Tu Hong - cac nhan vat khac (con me hui, nguoi hau 9
Nhu viy, trong van nha cu B4, cht khach, nha buon, nguoi ba con,...)
chuong, nhit 1a trong 7 | Tu Hong - cu Ba Kim Son 8
thé tw sw, ngon ngit d6i | 8 | Tu Hong - thay béi 8
thoai ctia nhan vat gitr Tu Hong - thim taiA 6
mot vai trd quan trong | 10 | TwHoOng-ongco An 6
trong viéc tu boc 16 cua 11 | Tu Hong - chi Ty (ban cii) 5
nhan vat. N6 c6 chic | 12 | TuHong - chi Khach Hong 5
ning biéu hién thé gigi | 13 | Tu Hong - bac Phé 4
ndi tam, dé)ng thoi c6 | 14 | Tu Hong - chi em ban hang 4
chic ning nhu mot 15 | Tu Hong - Thay thu ky ‘ 4
Bdng 1. S0 luot thogi cua nhan vdt c6 Tu Hong
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Téng luot 161 ddi thoai ctia nhan vat Tu
Hong 1a 136 luot 10i. Chinh ngdn ngir ddi
thoai ctia nhan vat c6 Tu Hong di gép phan
tao nén thanh cong trong viéc khic hoa tinh
cach nhan vat, lam nén nét doc dao & nhan
vat. Nha vin Dao Trinh Nhét da rét khéo 1éo
tao ra nhitng tinh huéng giao tiép dé nhan vt
bat ra 10i ndi mot cach tu nhién nhat. G mdi
tinh hudng d01 thoai, ngoén ngir nhan vat lai
c6 mdt mau sic riéng, giup ngu:0'1 doc co thé
cam nhan mot cach rod rang nhét ¢4 tinh, tim
ly va tinh céch nhan vat.

2.3. Ngon ngiv doi thogi ciia nhén vit c6 Tw
Hong - phuong tign nghé thudt bjc Ip tinh cdch

2.3.1. Mot con ngueoi ban linh, luon chu dong

Gia canh vén ngh¢o kho, Thi Lan than 1a
gai nhung co van chi dong buon chai, lo
toan ganh ning gia dinh. Pay la 10i ddi
thoai clia ¢d v6i nguoi cha: “Thiy cu dé
con theo doi chi em bu6n thiing ban mung,
dé kiém dong ca, ddng mudi d& dan cho
thiy va di con;... Thua thiy, con van biét
khong d& d4u. Nhung cong viéc nha ta ching
c6 bao lam, bay gid chang 1& con ctr an khong
ngdi 101 mai” [9, tr.35]. Loi thoai cua Tu
Hong (tén cha nang dit liic nang ra doi 1a Thi
Lan) thé hién 15 cai tinh than, khi chit manh
mé cua mot bac nam nhi, chi dong giwong
vai ganh véc viéc gia dinh. Rdi khi nguoi cha
voOi vang nhan 18, ép ga ¢6 vé 1am vo 18 cho
ong B4 Kim Son, Thi Lan sung sOt, tran troc
ca dém suy nghi. Loi thoai cia nhan vat luc
ndy vo cling qua quyét: “Thua thay, ca dém
con suy nghi rdi, con nhét dinh khéng chiu
liy 130 Ba Kim Son d4u. Thay gia 18 lai cho
ngudi ta,... Hay thdy mudn ga con cho bb cu,
b di nao ciing duoc, nhng lao Ba Kim Son
thi nhat dinh con khong 1dy” [9, tr.52]. Khi
101 n6i khéng thé lay chuyén duoc cha, co di
trai y cha, trén ra thanh Nam Dinh, sau d6 luu
lac ra Hai Phong, khoi déu ciia mot doi ngang
doc. Nhimg 16 thoai thé hién mét tu tuong
phu nir that méi mé, tdo bao. C6 khong cam

chiu canh “cha me dat dau con ngéi déy”. Co
da pha bo moi quy tic, chuan muyc ciia ngudi
phu nit truyén théng dé chi dong chon lwa
tuong lai cia minh, chu dong tim kiém hanh
phtic cho minh, ngay ca khi roi vao budc
dudng cung, khi chi Khach Hong - chong cb
ham mé c& bac tiéu tan hét gia san, giii 40 ra
di khong dé lai cho ¢6 Tu Hong dugc chut gi.
Trai qua bao kho khin tir hai ban tay tring ra
Hai Phong liy chdng, buén ban dén khi co
duogc chit von liéng, c6 Tu Hong (lic nay 1a
Thim Hodng) lai bi ngudi chong pha hét,
khién c6 tro lai diém ban dau: “tring tay”.
Pay 1a 10i ddi thoai véi c6 Ba La Vich:
“Khong! Con nha ctra than thich nao & Phong
ma c6 bao toi trd vé&. Chd chi em quen nhau
mdt ngay 1a nghia t6i khong noi gidu gi ¢o va
cling khéng ngai ¢O cuoi: toi di Ha Noi lép
nay, glong nhu nguoi tho tay mé bat luc sap
su:a cudn chiéu, ban chin hay ban 1¢, cing dit
tat, mic no ra sao thi ra!” [9, tr.88]. Loi thoai
thé hién 16 tim trang ctia Tu Hong, vira x6t xa
cho phan minh lai vira c6 phén pho mac, lidu
linh. Nhung, ddng sau su liéu linh iy 13 mot
ban linh cimg céi. C6 khong cam tim ngdi
yén, khong chiu an phan trong khén cling. C6
“liéu linh” hay chinh 13 c6 ludn tin vao ban
than minh? C6 “lidu linh” hay ciing chinh 1a
¢6 ludn khao khat, hy vong vao mét cudc song
t6t dep hon thuc tai? Vi suy nghi nhu thé, co
khong ¢ lai Hai Phong hay tr¢ lai lang qué ma
tim duong 1én Ha Noi, mot d6 thi nao nhiét.
Nho thé, ¢6 ¢ co may gip nguoi dan ong ma
o biét co thé 1a chd dua tiép theo ctia minh,
vién quan tu nguoi Phéap - nguoi gitp cd budc
sang mot trang doi khac, con “oanh 1igt” hon
thoi ciing v6i cha Khach Hong.

Co thé ndi, qua viéc chon loc, xdy dung
ngon ngir d6i thoai, Pao Trinh Nhét da khic
hoa thanh cong nhan vat Tu Hong - mot nguoi
phu nit xinh dep, da doan nhung déy ban linh,
khén ngoan, tinh toan, quyét doan, quyén luc,
va la mot nguoi con c¢6 hiéu. Ngon ngir dbi
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thoai da lam ndi bat ca tinh, sy “ndi loan” clia
nhan vat, dam vuot qua moi phép tic, bat chap
dinh kién dwong thoi dé di tim hanh phiic cho
minh, dé lva chon mdt cude séng ma minh
mudn. Piéu d6 hoan toan khac véi kiéu nhan
vat phu nir trude do, da s6 déu cam chiu, nhin
nhin. Pay ciing 1a nhidn quan nghé thuat day
méi mé cua tic gia Dao Trinh Nhit.

2.3.2. Mt con nguoi khon ngoan, sdc sdo, nuu
meo, biét tinh todn, lo toan va cé tai ung bién

Su sic sao, khon ngoan cua cd dugc thé
hién r5 nhit khi c6 dan than vao kinh
doanh. Pay 1a nhing 10i ddi thoai cta co
v6i ngudi chong 1a chu khach Tau:

“_ Lt bo thau may hao mot chiéc?

- Tinh ra hon mot hao tu.

- Sao ré thé hu?

- Thé ma ré a? Minh dit ho lam, ca choi
v6i cdy ntra lam can thuwong s6 hon hai
dong xu, minh 13i hao miy, con gi!

- Thé con mén thiu miy nghin ta gao
cho nha thuong, bao gid méi can giao nap
dé héa con lo liu truée méi kip!”. [9]

Nhirng 101 thoai thé hién 6 mot Tu Héng
c6 dau 6c kinh doanh nhay bén, tinh todn
khon ngoan. C6 1& chinh vi thé ma tir ngay co
Tu Hong, cong viéc 1am an cta chi Khach
Hoéng mdi ngay thém kham kha, phat dat. Sau
khi tr¢ thanh mot me Tay, sy khon ngoan,
ban linh hon nguoi cia ¢b cang duoc thé hién
rd hon nira. C6 khong cam tam lam mot me
Tay thu dong, chi ngdi nha chd nhan sy chu
cap ctia ngudi chong nhu hau hét cac me Tay
khac. Trai lai, Tu Héng chu dong din than
vao cong cudc kinh doanh 16n. Khong mot
cudc bao thau budn ban nao 1a c¢6 khong chu
¥ xem xét. T goi thau cung cip hang cho
quan d6i Phap dong ¢ Phuc Yén, cung cp
nhu yéu pham cho céc trai giam trén toan cdi
Bic Ky. Dang ké nhit 1a ¢6 canh tranh voi

gi6i thau xt Bac Ky, canh tranh ca véi nguoi
Phap 13n nguoi Hoa dé gianh lay goi thau pha
thanh Ha Noi; rdi tiép d6 mo thém hudng
kinh doanh ltia, gao, ngd, kinh doanh ca dich
vu di tau bang duong thuy. Diat trong giai
doan lich st nude ta con chim dam trong doi
séng nong nghiép doi ngheo, lac hau, mot )
ngudi thire thoi ciing phai ndp bong nha cim
quyén d6 ho dé tién than, lam giau. Riéng Tu
Hong dd tr tim cho minh con dudng riéng
khong 1€ thudc ai, canh tranh véi nhiing dbi
thu stmg s6 Hoa kiéu, Phap kiéu mdéi thdy co
la nguo1 ban linh, tai cao chi 16n nhuong nao.
Mot 1an khac, trong bdi canh vu mat mua
& Trung Ky, dan tinh d6i kém, ngudi chét
ngdn ngang, Nhan viéc d6, ¢6 Tu Hong toan
tinh chd ddy mot chuyén tau gao vao Hué dé
kiém 161 ma lai hoa ra lap duoc cong danh,
nbi tiéng nhan nghia. Nao ngd nha dwong
cudc bao ho mubn trir céi nan thoc cao, dinh
tich bién va nguoi chd gao con bi phat. Cuc
ky khon khéo, Tu Hong lap tirc chuyén nguy
thanh may, chéi: “Khong! Téi chd tiu gao
ndy vao, cot dé phat chan cho dan doi, ché co
phai ban chac gi dau” [9, tr.106]. Nho loi
phan bua ung phé khon ngoan d6 ma c6 Tu
Hong: “dd xoay han tinh thé, 14t ngay mit trai
ra phai. Tir nha budn gao dau co ddi ra nha
giau 10ng tir thién. Mot viéce thira nguy cau loi
dang khinh tré nén mot viéc clru khén pho
nguy dang trong” [9, tr.106]. Ciing nho d6
ma ¢6 duoc triéu dinh an thudéng bdn chir:
“Lac quyén nghia phu” va sic phong cho lam
“Chanh ngii pham Nghi nhan”. Nguoi doi
chit ludi kinh phuc: “Con me dy sao ma khéo
Jam co Ung bién ranh manh dén thé!” [9,
tr.109]. Tac gia khong 1én tiéng khen c6 trong
vu viéc nay nhung ciing khong thé khong thira
nhan su khon ngoan va tai tmg bién ciia co.
Khong chi khon ngoan trong lam an, sy
khon ngoan, sic sdo ciia Tu Hong con duoc
thé hién 5 trong cach cb tmg xir voi “chong
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ho” 1a ong c¢b Hong. Ciing say mé thiy tu,
mudn gin bo vo chdng véi dng nhung ¢b van
rat Iy tri. C6 da tAm sy v6i nguoi chi em sép
stra nhép tich lang me Téy rang: “Bay vé& cudi
cheo 1am quéi gi! Vo chdng an ¢ véi nhau
quan hé ¢ tim long hon 14 ¢ to gidy. C6 hon
thr ma ho ching cim simg trén dau nhau
hang t4 roi khong rudng boé nhau nhu vit
chiéc 40 rach ddy u? That long yéu thuong
nhau thi chang can hén thu ciing ¢ dugc voi
nhau duogc sudt doi. Nhat 1a néu minh c6 cta
riéng cang khong nén dai vi anh chong tham
lam c6 thé loi dung gidy to cheo cudi dé xai
phé, xam doat cia minh. Tha ctr thudn mua
vira ban, hay & do di, 1y chong nhu thé mua
hang Vay” [9 tr.148]. Loi thoai cho thay mot
quan diém rat méi mé, tao bao trong quan he
vo chong. An sau trong 161 tim su 4y, ta van
thdy mot Tu Hong khao khat hanh phuc,
khao khat mot tim chdng co thé yéu thuong
nhau that 1ong, ¢6 thé an doi ¢ kiép cing
nhau. Nhung bén canh d6 van 1a mot Tu
Hong rét tinh tao, khon ngoan. Thé nén, 1y
ong ¢ Hong ba chi lam “phép cudi” va thuc
thi “luat phan san”. Diéu dy khién ong phat ¥,
ba d an ui chdng rang: “Cua vo tic 1a cia
chong, sém mudn thé nao tdi ciing giao
quyén cai quan cho 6ng ma!” Thé méi thdy,
su sic sao, 15 doi ¢ nguoi dan ba timg trai da
gitip ba nhin thiu tim co cua ong cb Hong
ngay tir dau. Trong subt qué trinh sbng
chung, cang ngay c6 cang nhan rd “tam ly
ong chdng ddi voi ¢o chi vi cua cai, khong vi
ai tinh” [9, tr.151]. “Béi vay tir ddy vo chong
bé ngoai van niém né nhu bat nudc diy
nhung bé trong cd dé tim phong bi timg ly,
timg chut” [9, tr.152]. Khi d4 6m liét givong,
cach cai chét chi trong gang tic, ba da 1at tay
bd mat cua 6ng chong: “Ong cb tim chiém
doat tai san ciia mot ngudi dan ba dén thé kia
u? Thé ma lic méi gip nhau, 6ng néi ong tu
hanh dao dtrc, chang thiét gi cua cai thé
gian”; “T6i nhd khong biét 1an nay 1a 1an th

muoi miy rdi, ong ga mii toi sang tén gia san
cho 6ng. Chic 6ng nghi gai gia nay dai dot
lam, bao gi nd chang phai nghe. N6 khong
dai dau, ong a. Noi that cho 6ng biét, n6 da
phong 13y than roi. Bao nhiéu gia san no cho
nguoi ta va hdi thién hét ca 10, ¢o con gi dau
ma cho 6ng...” [9, tr.158]. Trong nhiing gidy
phut can ké cai chét, 10 18 ctia nguoi dan ba
van vo cing cimg c6i. Dau dau dén trude tinh
doi den bac nhung trude sau, ba van thé hién
ban linh, sy khon ngoan, sdc sao hon nguoi.
Sic sdo ca dén luc chét! Ba da 14t rd bo mit
tham lam, dao dtrc gia ciia 6ng chong hd va
khién 140 phai chap nhan that bai dau dén.
2.3.3. Mot nguwoi con luon tron dao hiéu
Khéo sat nhimng 16i thoai ciia ¢6 Tu doi
thoai voi cha, dé thiy trong 10i thoai ctia nhan
vat luon danh cho cha nhimng 1i 18 day kinh
can, t6n trong cha: “thua thay”, “vang”, “bdm
théy”, Khi da lam vg nha giau, dugc an
sung mac suéng, cd van canh canh bén long
nghi dén cha, mét nhiéu cong do la, tim kiém.
Sau nhiéu ndm bt tin cha, trong gidy phut
hoi ngd gia dinh, Tu Hong da thét 1én nhimg
16i n6i véi cha khién ban doc khéng khoi
rung rung cam dong: “... Bay gio ca thiy u
phai Ién & Ha NGi v6i con trong it lau, con s€
cung di vé Bong Hai don dep cira nha 1én tat
Ha Noi ¢ luén day. Thay di gia roi tir nay
con khong dé cho thiy vit va va nay xa
DPoéng, mai xtr Poai nita” [9, tr.94]. Biét bao
nhiéu mimg tii, biét bao nhiéu hira hen va ca
tAm chan tinh ciia ngudi con cht chira trong
10i thoai ngén 4y. Nha van Dao Trinh Nhat
ciing that khéo 1éo khi dién ta long hiéu cua
¢6 Tu Hong mot cach gian tiép qua 101 ddi
thoai vd1 cac nhan vat khac. Day la nhirng 101
thdm hoi, tro chuyén véi bac Pho: “Lang ta
¢6 chuyén gi la khong? Cu c¢b nha t6i c6 nhin
gi khong? Toi méi giri vé biéu cu miy trim
ddng bac cao nhung, ching biét cu di bat dau
dung chua?...” [9, tr.22]. Nhiing 101 tham hoi
xd giao nhung tim long ctia ngudi con lai
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hién 1én thét r5. Tu Hong van mét long quan
tam, danh cta ngon vat la tdt nhit cho cha.
ROi khi bac Pho cau luy xin duoc linh canh
rudng dat & qué, c6 Tu Hong chang ngan ngai
ma quyét rang: “Viéc 4y, sao bac khong bam
ngay cu cb co tién khong? Toi & Ha Noi mic
lo nhitng viéc budn ban lon lao, giao thlep
voi nhitng quan khach téi lui, tap nap subt
ngdy, khong con thoi gid niao dé tam dén
chuyén rudng dat ¢ nha qué. Chuyén dy di co
Cu Cé. Bac ctr vé bam v6i Cu. HE Cu cho la
dugc...” [9, tr.22]. Nghe qua c6 vé la loi
thanh minh cho sy ban ron cua minh, nhung
ngam k¥ thi d6 lai 1a su coi trong cha. Dudng
nhu trong thdm tim c6, ¢6 mudn bu dip cho
ngudi cha mot doi khon khd ctia minh nhing
“quyén nay quyén no” dé cha dugc né may
nd mat véi thién ha! Lo cho cha mdt dinh co
& qué nha, cho cha huong cudc sdng giau
sang pht quy duong nhu van chwa da. Co 1y
1am cay ca 1am viéc ngudi ta van xam xi, bat
phuc, ra dinh van dé cha minh “ngdi chiéu ap
chot”. Co da hung hdn tuyén bd ring: “Dé
nay mai 6ng Cu nha t6i phai ngdi chiéu nhat
trong lang dé quén kia s& phai chao bam quan
16n cho ma xem nha” [9, tr.116]. RSi bang su
khéo 1€o, tan dung nhiing mbi quan h¢ cua
minh, ¢b bét tay vao viéc “lo lang cong danh
cho ong b6, dén khi “Pai Viét tn bao” dang
tin cha c6 dugc “dac cach thuéng ham Han
lam vién Thi ddc, Phung nghi dai phu” thi s&
nguyén cua cd dd dat. TAt nhién, nhin & goc
dd nao do, cd cling thuc dung, chay theo thoi
hao danh dwong thoi. Nhung, tim long hiéu
thao véi cha 1 khong thé phu nhén.

2.3.4. Mot con nguoi co long nhan hau,
song c6 nghia, cé tinh

Khi va vao mdi tinh dy tai tiéng véi ong
¢ Hong, ¢6 bi nguoi doi mai mia, tay chay,
viéc 1am an vi thé ma sa sut dén muc phai bo
xt. C6 ciing muén nghe theo chdng, xuat
duong sang Tau, sang Xiém cho khudt mit
han xt ndy. C6 than thd voi chong ring: “Thé

con ctra nha, phd x4, qué huong, gid tét, md
ma 6ng ba, bao toi trut ganh ning Ay cho ai
ma ciing khong c6 ai than mat dé minh co thé
uy thac dugc. Cau em va cac chau con kho
dai ca 1d...” [9, tr.145]. Nha van Pao Trinh
Nhit that khéo 1éo dung mot 10 thoai that
ngén ma khéc hoa dugc tim hon don hau, 16i
song nghia tinh ciia nhan vat Tu Hong. Ngudi
phu nit 4y khong danh 1ong bo xt boi van mot
long gin b6 tha thiét véi qué huong, lang
x6m, véi “md ma ong ba”, to tién; van con lo
ling, con thuong cho chau nho, em kho. Lo
cho nguoi da khth 1di lo cho ca ngudi con
song. Hoa ra, an sau cai mac “me Tay” lai la
mot tAm hon rat “thuan Viét”.

Nhimg 10i thoai ctia Tu Hong trudc khi
nhdm mit xudi tay cang thé hién rd tm long
nhan hau, nghia tinh cua c6. Day la 101 thoai
cua cO0 voi nguodi em trai: “Em a, ngay xua
ong cu dé ra ching ta ban kho han vi lam. ..
Nay chi dé lai cho em tat ca tuc la cho cac
chéu bé. H& chi nham mét roi, em phai cb giit
gin co nghi€p nay ma gay dung cho cac chau
déu duoc hoc hanh nén than. Trude khi chi
chét, em co dam hia vé6i chi didu Ay
khong?” [9, tr.159]. Tu Hong st dung cach
xung ho thé hién dang vai giao tiép (chi noi
v6i em), voi 101 1€ diu dang, tinh cdm nhung
mang siic nang ciia mot 10i tring trdi. Pic
biét, cach td chirc 16 thoai rat chat ché. Co
nhic lai qua khtr “ban khd han vi” cua gia
dinh nhu mot cach dé ngudi em thiy rd duoc
su ¢b géng, nd luc cia mot doi c6 ma tran
trong hon hién tai. Sau d6, bay to6 tim long
cia minh mubn “dé lai tat ca cho em, cho
chau”. Cu01 cung la giao trach nhiém cho em

“phai ¢ glu gin co nghiép nay”, mudén em
cam két bang 161 htra. RO rang, 101 thoai thé
hién rat 16 tdm chan tinh ctia cd. Thanh qua
clia mot doi vat va, bon ba, ¢d danh tron cho
nguoi than. NOi tran tré ca mot doi, dén tan
lic chét, cling van 1a nguoi than. Con nguoi 4y
song ning nghia nang tinh biét nhuong nio.
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Loi thoai ciia Tu Hong véi cha ¢ An
cling gop phan thé hién r6 hon nita tim 1ong
nhan hau, tinh nghia cua ba: “Thua cha, trong
tap ndy 1a ban d6 mot miéng dat dang gia gan
hai van bac va t& nhuong con da ky tén dé
cang vao Nha Chung. Véi sb tién ban duoc
miéng dat Ay, xin cha xdy mot toa nha thd
cho ké nghéo khé ma dudi nén mong d6 nim
xuong tan cua con s& duoc chd nuong nhd dé
cac giao hitu doi doi cAu nguyén cho con” [9,
tr.160]. Ngudi dan ba 4y trong nhiing gidy
phit cudi doi di dung chut hoi tan lyc kiét
ctia minh dé bay t6 truc cha cb nhitng mong
mudn, s& nguyén ciia minh. Nhing tir ngit
“Thua cha..., xin cha...” cho thiy nhiing 15i
1& day kinh cin, giong diéu chan thanh, tha
thiét. Ba mudn dang ting cho Nha Chung,
cho nhiitng ngudi nghéo khd “mot miéng dat
dang gia gan hai van bac”. Nguoi dan ba da
timg chién ddu dén cing véi 1do chong ho dé
bao v€ tai san ctia minh, khong cho 1ao cudp
di mot xu, mot cic nhung lai rong mo long
minh, san sang “cho di” truéc nhitng nguoi
nghéo khé. Tam long thom thao 4y that dang
quy, dang trong biét bao. Vi chinh ba, khi so
nguyén duoc nhu y, trudc khi di vao cdi vinh
hing, gwong mit hing sang va thét 1én nhitng
10i ddy mén nguyén: “Tron doi t6i, duy co
gidy phit nay la thdy sung suéng, thanh
thoi” [9, tr.160]. C4 mo{t doi tung hoang
ngang doc, song trong hoai nghi, dau kho
trude tinh doi den bac thi nay bé da m?m
nguyén, hanh phtc khi duoc gl gim nam
xuong tan” cua minh, giii gdm tron ven niém
tin ctia minh vé bén Chua.

3. Két ludn

C6 thé khang dinh rang, trong nhiéu yéu tb
tao nén thanh cong ca tac pham C6 Tiw Hong
co su gop mat cua ngdn nglr nhan vat. Dudi
ngdi but ctia Pao Trinh Nhét, ngon ngir doi
thoai trong tac pham rat phong phu, thu vi,
thé hién dugc tinh cach nhiéu chiéu ctia nhan
vat Tu Hong. D6 1a mot nguoi dan ba sic

s40, da doan, khon ngoan, day quyét doan va
ciing rat hiéu thao, nghia tinh.

Noi cach khac, ngon ngit dbi thoai la
phuong tién dé nha van gii gdm quan niém
cia minh v& nhan vat ¢ that trong lich sir da
gy nhiéu tranh cii 1a ¢6 Tu Hong. C6 thé
thdy, me Tay (va Tu Hong) du chua bao gid
la nhan vat chinh hay 16n ctia van hoc Viét
Nam tir ntra sau thé ky XIX dén nay, nhung
cac di ban vé nhan vt nay lai phan anh sau
sic nhiing va cham va bién dong manh mé vé
tur tuong va van hoa cua cac thoi ky. Dé lam
16 van dé nay, nhitng phuong dién nghé thuat
khac thé hién tinh cach nhan vat cling can
duoc gia cong khai thac, va d6 sé 1a ndi dung
duoc ban dén ¢ nhitng bai viét tiép theo.
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