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Abstract: Vietnamese linguists have proposed various arguments to describe “la” as a verb, copula,
connective, relational word, particle, and most recently as a syntactic operator specializing in demarcating Theme
- Rheme. However, their attempts to describe its meaning have not been sufficiently detailed or convincing. In
this article, the author demonstrates that “Ia” actually acts as a predicate/verb while still carrying out the function
of a Theme - Rheme demarcator. Additionally, it acts as a preposition in sentences expressing the process of
speaking and thinking. In terms of meaning, “Ia” is a relative predicate. The verb “la” differs from action, state,
and existence predicates in that it does not directly describe an entity undergoing transitivity or intransitivity (i.e.,
it lacks thematic structure). Nor does it directly describe what occurs in the objective world. Instead, it provides
information about the class, attributes, quantity, and position of the object in the relationship established by the
speaker to aid the listener in identifying the object. Alternatively, it indicates the speaker's interpretations of the
state of affairs.

Keywords: “la”, copula, theme-rheme demarcator, preposition, relational word, connective word, particle

1. Pat van dé

La la mot tir ddc biét quan trong trong tiéng Viét do kha nang xuat hién ciia né trong moi béi canh
noi nang (tan so6 xuat hién chi sau tir cia va c0). Viéc nghién cuu ve tu la khong phai 1a van dé mai
trong gigi Viét ngi hoc.

Tran Trong Kim va cong su cho la la “dong tir”, c6 nghia “thé nay” (vi du: Newoi 1a mét vdt trong
van vat); 1a “lién tir” de thay rang dat sau biet, nghi, awong hoac thay thi “lam cho manh tieng dung
trude” (Vi du: Bén nay la ndi...); ngoai ra, la ket hop véi nhitng tieng khac de tao thanh “quéan ngit lién
tu” (vi du: cung 1a, hay 1a, ciing 1, vi 1a,...) [11, tr.134]. Lé Van Ly, twong ty, cho la la dong tu noi
két va phu tu 1a trong noi 13, nghia la “do dong tu ma ra” [3, tr.138].

Truong Van Chinh va Nguyén Hién Lé cho Ia I3 tro tir, “twong dwong véi dau “=”, c6 vai tro
phan cach “tieng chinh véi giai to” (vi du: Hi¢n nay ta chi c6 mgt cach tw vé la thuat ngogi giao va
chinh sach doi ngoai); phan cach “chu tir vai thuat tir” hoac “cha dé vai chu tir” (vi du: Pep nhat la
bic hoa nay). Ngoai ra, con mét 1a la quan hé tir hodc pho tir khi theo sau mot tir khac (nhur chi 13, hay
I3, van la, von 13,...) [12, tr.613]

Trong Ngit phap tiéng Viét cua Uy ban Khoa hoc x& hoi Vigt Nam (1983), 1a la mot dong tir
(“khong c0 nghia day du la thuc tu”), ¢d vai tro bieu thi quan h¢ de thuyet. N6 dugc xem la phuong
tién hinh thue cot 18i d€ phan biét “cau luan” va “cau ta” (Cac tac gia chia cau truc de thuyet don thanh
hai loai cau: “cau ta” ¢6 thuyet la dong tu, tinh tir, con “cau luan” cd “phuong tién hinh thirc riéng dé
biéu thi” la dong tir 1a [13, tr.174-175]. “Cau luan” biéu thi qua trinh tu duy, “suy luan theo dang thirc
X = Y7 [13, tr.184].

Trong So' thdo ngir phap chic nang tiéng Viét (1991, 2004) caa Cao Xuan Hao, ciu tric Bé -
Thuyét duoc ching minh mot cach thuyét phuc 1a cau tric ngit phép co ban cua tiéng Viét; theo do la
la mot trong ba yéu t6 (cing véi thi, ma) cé vai tro danh dau ranh giéi gitta B va Thuyét. Cao Xuan
Hao khiang dinh manh mé rang la 12 mot “tiéu t6” (particle) ma “cong dung chii yéu va thong thuong
nhat” 12 phan giéi Dé - Thuyét (twong tu thi, chi khéc thi & chd 1a danh dau Thuyét trong khi thi danh
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diu Dg), “chuyén viéc thuyét hoa ngir doan theo sau”. Ong ndi thém: «...tat ca nhiing truong hop la
c6 thém nhitng y nghia riéng (nhu y nghia “hé tir” trong nhiing cau dang thirc (equative) va nhiing cau
dinh tinh (attributive) déu la nhitng truong hop ca biét cua chirc nang béo hiéu phan Thuyét” [4, tr. 232
- 234]. Sau 6ng 20 nam, Chim Van Bé [1] cho rang la c6 hai ne cach: tac tir (phan gigi Dé - Thuyét)
chuyén dung va vi tir quan hé. Quan diém caa Chim Vin Bé c6 vé gan véi dién mao thuc té cua 1a hon.

Vé ¥ nghia cua I3, L& Xuan Thai c6 I& 1a nguai thao luan ki nhat, trong chuyén khao Cau chii - vi
tiéng Viét (1994). Theo dng, 1a biéu thi y nghia ddng nhat (v6i nhiéu biéu hién: dong nhét tén goi - tén
goi, t&n goi - ndi dung, khai niém, céi riéng - cai chung, déng nhat cac dién, quan hé, tinh chat “co
chung mat biéu vat”, “su vat ton tai o vi tri d6” - “su vat gi d6”); ¥ nghia so sanh; y nghia nhan qua,
gay khién; ngoai ra con “mot cach ding kha dac biét” ma nhiéu tac gia khac goi la “cau trung ngon”
[4, tr.122 - 127]. Tuy nhién, trong qua trinh phan tich, Lé Xuan Thai chu yéu can clr vao nghia biéu
vt ciia cac ngir doan lién két bang 1a cho nén chua cho thay hét sy khac biét rat Ion giira cac ¥ nghia
khéc nhau cua la.

Vé y nghia cua 1, Cao Xuan Hao ¢ noi qua la dang thirc/ddng nhat va la dinh tinh khi ban vé
quan hé phi tham t6. O chd khac, dng lai nhic dén Ia khi liét ké nhitng quan hé c6 thé ¢ gitta hai thuc
thé (ddng nhat, twong lién), giira thyc thé va sy tinh (lién doi, vi trf), gitra hai sy tinh (twong tac) [1,
tr.446 - 447]. Didu dang tiéc 1a 6ng chua phan tich sau nhitng biéu hién cu thé cua la trong sy tinh quan
hé, du da budc dau cho thay dat 1a trong cau trlc sy tinh 1a mot hudng di day hira hen. Chim Vin Bé,
khi ban vé 1a (voi tu cach tac tir D& - Thuyét va vi tir quan hé), da ndi dén cau dinh tinh, dinh luong,
dinh vi, dang thirc va tring ngén. Tuy nhién, 6ng ciing chwa miéu ta chi tiét.

Tir nhitng goi y cuia cac nha nghién cau di trudc, trong bai viét nay, ching t6i s& c6 gang lam rd
dac trung ngir phap cua la, sau do s& thu phan tich dac diém ngir nghia - ngir dung cua no dé tir 46 co
cai nhin hé thong va chi tiét hon vé cai tir “rat thong thuong nhung cho den nay y kién cua cac nha
ngon ngir hoc van chua nhét tri” nay [4, tr.115]. Chlng tdi s& tiép can cac van dé hiru quan theo quan
diém caa Ngir phap chuc nang Véi hai nguyén tac: tha nhat, ngdn ngir 1a hinh thuc, do do su khac biét
hinh thirc ludn di cuing su khéc biét vé ¥ nghia va can phai duoc giai thich; thir hai, mdi phat ngon duoc
gia dinh 12 mot phat ngdn duy nhat, hanh chic trong ngit canh cu thé véi cac bén giao tiép cu thé. Nhu
vy, moi thao tac cai bién hinh thuc s& dugc han ché téi da.

2. Tw cach ngir phap cua la
2.1. Trudc hét, 2 1a mot tir ¢6 kha nang ngix phép hoan toan gidng nhu nhiing vi tir chinh danh
nhu c6, J, dz chay, drg, danh, kho’e,qmanh,... CQ hai dau hiéu cha yéu dé Ighéng dinh tu céph vi tir cua
la: Thir nhat, Ia c6 the ding lam bo ngit cho bat ctr vi tir tinh thai nao néu tuong thich vé ngir nghia
(van, ciing, méi, con, €6, da, sé, dang, von, Cir, ludn, tung, chua, sap, suyt, rat, lai, phdi,...); thi hai, la
¢ thé xuat hién trong boi canh da c6 thi phan gigi Bé - Thuyét. Vi duy:
(1) a. Bay gio anh dy daldang/van |a giam doc.
b. C6 thé gigi bén kia khdng lubn/diing 1 van dé dé gay tranh céi.
c. Chuyén dy rét/ciing/méi 1a tir nhién.
(2) a. Bung thon la cé tw nhién, con bung tron thi l1a ca nudi.
b. Liwong huu ciia 6ng dy c& dé thi phdi 1a dai ta.
Kha ndng xuét hién sau vi tir tinh thai 1a diéu hién nhién, nhung c6 nhiéu nha nghién ctu khdng
xem day la dac trung vi tor tinh ctia 1a. Nguyén nhan, 1a khong thé 1am trung tdm ngit doan; vi tir tinh

thai c6 thé dung trudc “tit ca cac vi ngir thuat tir cac loai”; va trudc “vi ngir thé tir” khong nhat thiét
phai ¢6 1a [5, tr.209], [4, tr.93]. Thuc ra, |i do thi nhit khdng can phai ban thém, vi dén nay trén thé
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gi6i va ¢ Viét Nam, da s6 nha nghién ctru déu nhan ra rang, vé ngix phap, vai tro trung tam ngir doan
co the la nhitng “hu tu”, “tir phu tro” (chang han gidi tur, chi dinh twr), bat ké ching c6 nghia tir vung
hay khong. Li do thir hai va thir ba c6 lién quan véi nhau, nhung chung quy van dé nam ¢ cho la truéc
danh ngt co thé “!uqc bo” trong nhiéu truong hop. Di r]hién, hién tuong lugc bo mot yéu to6 nao do
trong cau trac (nhat la trong khau ngit) la hién tueong pho bien. Tuy nhién, theo Ngit phap chuc nang,
hai hinh thire khac nhau (+ 1) phai duoc gidi thich trong tinh hé thong cua n6 trugce khi chon giai phap
“lugc bo”. Trong phan tiep theo, khi phan tich ngit nghia cua I, ching t6i s& ching minh sy khong
dong nhat gitra phat ngén cé la va phat ngdn khong c6 la.

_ 2.2.0nhitng cau ma D& va Thuyet 1 hai sy tinh (hai tieu ct), trong d6 s tinh thir nhat 1a khung
dé diéu kién cho su t‘m‘h thtr hai, thi duong nhu 1a khdng con tu cach vi tir nira ma rjé chi han’h chuc
nhu tac te phan gisi DE - Thuyet. Nghia Ia, Ilc nay né dung ¢ vi tri cua tac tu thi, bicu hién moi quan
hé “hién thue”, “tat nhién”, “truc tiép”, “tuc thi” gitta nguyén nhan/dicu kién (De) va ket qua (Thuyet),
thay vi dieu kién gia dinh nhu thi. So sanh:

(3) a. Troi mua la/thi dwong ngap. b. Hé phim nao hay la/thi té di xem.

¢. N6 thi la/thi dau. d. Ci# héi chuyén chang con la/thi ¢d lang di.

Chinh vi tri dién hinh cua tac tir phan gioi nay da khién nhiéu nha nghién ciu bo qua tur céch vi
trcualad céc cau (3). Thyc ra, moi quan hé “hién thuc”, “tat nhién”, “truc tiep”, “tuc thi” gitra hai su
tinh da du dé la hanh chie ma khong can tinh thai héa. Con khi vi muyc dich giao tiep ma nguoi ndi dat
mot vi tir tinh thai naq trudc n() thj ngay lap tirc né b@g 16 tur cach vi tir caia minh va luc nay cc’; thé xuat
hién thi ¢ bién gisi De - Thuyet. O cac cau sau day, neu bé nhiing tir in nghiéng thi ta s& cd cau tric la
diéu kién nhu (3):

(4) a. Troi mua thi chdc 14 dwong ngap.

b. NG thi thi c6 thé 1a dau.

c. Em cho ban copy bai thi chang phai 1a em hgi ban sao?
d. Anh bat t6i ké khong thi tha 1a toi nghi viéc.

e. Anh tang hrong thi nhdt dinh 12 6ng dy sé ¢ lai.

Diéu vira néu trén cho thay 1 vi tir vn chua phai la mot tac tir ¢t phap hoan toan nhu thi, ma, dd
nd c6 vai tro kiém tra ranh gisi De - Thuyet (test word). Trong thuc te, khi hai su tinh dugc dien dat
bang hai ti€u cu khong day du (chi gom vi ngit, nhat la khi khong the hién tinh hitu tan (finite) cua su
tinh) thi cau trac diéu kién - két qua rat khé phan biét vai cau trac dinh luan cua la (s€ ndi ré hon &
4.5). So sénh:

(5) a. T6i ha minh truedc ng dy 1a ti nhuc lam roi.

b. Hg minh trudc nguoi khac la nhuc.

2.3. Trong nhitng phat ngon dién dat qua trinh n6i nang va suy nghi?, 1a co thé dong vai tro dan
nhap cho loi dan truc tiép hoac gidn tiép. Tur la nay thuong duoc goi bang nhiéu tén khéac nhau: “phu
tu” [3, tr.138], “tro tu” [12, tr.613], “két tu” [4, tr.93].

V& mat ngit phap, thanh phan Ioi dan tra 1oi tryc tiép cho cu hoi “noi gi?”, “dan gi?”, “nghi gi”,
cho nén n6 la b6 ngit ctia vi tir di truéc. Vé mit ngit nghia, thanh phan nay chinh l1a dién t6 Noi dung
(content) cua vi tir phat ngbn hoac suy nghi.

2 Nhiéu tac gia dung thuat gl “vi tir cam nghi” hodc “vi tir nhan thirc”, khong dung “vi tir suy nght”. Tuy nhién,
“cam nghi” va “nhan thirc” dé dang dwoc hiéu la bao trum ca tri giac.
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La khdng phai la trg tir vi n khng cung cip nghia tinh thai hogc “nhan manh” ma chi dan nhap,
bao trugc NoOi dung 16i dan; cling khdng phai la lién tu, do vai tro phu thudc cua ngir doan chira no.
Nhu vay, sé hop li hon néu xem Ia hanh chirc nhu mot gidi tur khi Xuat hiér) trudc loi dan. Hon nira,
qué trinh ngir phép hoa tur vi tir dén gidi tir 1a hién tugng pho bién trong tiéng Viét va qué trinh nay
chua phai da hoan tat.

(6) a. Co Lan noi la “Phim nay cam tré em ”. (151 dan truc tiép)

b. C6 Lan néi la tré em khéng xem phim nay duroc. (16i dan gian tiép)
c. Co Lan ndi 1a phim nay khong hop véi tré em a? (1oi dan gian tiép)
d. TOi nghi la phim nay danh cho nguoi lon.

e. T6i ndi 1a phim nay danh cho nguoi lon.

Loi dan duoc hiéu 1a san pham ngdn tir cia ai d6 (trong vi du trén 1a “co Lan”) dwoc dua vao phét
ngon hién duong. Néu chi thé caa vi tir suy nghi & “t6i” (ngdi thir nhat) thi sau la cling la 161 dan va
1a 161 dan truc tiép, vi cai “1o1” do xem nhu da dugc hinh thanh truéc thoi diém noi (6d). Neu chu the
cua Vi tr ndi nang la “t6i” thi 161 dan thuong la 16 dan gian tiep, vi nguoi ta chi ndi “Téi noi la...” sau
khi da dua ra mot phat ngbn va muon nhac lai noi dung cua né (6e).

~ Nhu mét hé qua, la khong the dan nhap “loi dA ” khi “16i dan” 1a mot nhan diph tiec thi tai thoi
diém noi, thé hién bang nhing yéu té tinh thai cudi cau - Ii do don gian la thanh phan nay khong con
tu cach ctia “10i dan” nita. Chang han:

(7) a. (?) Toi nghi' la cd dy dep ddy chir!

b. (?) Téi nghflé né muon lam niing véi anh char gi!

Hai cAu trén s& “6n” néu khdng c6 mat 1a (trén chit viét, tir 1a cd thé thay bang dau phay hoic diu
ba qham), khi d6 ta s& c6 quan hé dang két giira hai tiéu cu - thi quan hé ma Halliday goi 1a “phdng
chiéu” (projection)®.

_ Ciing can néi thém, vi tir “suy nghi” ciing khang thé diing 1a dan nhap cho “loi dan”, bat ké “1oi
dan” c6 dwgc tinh thai héa hay khdng. Vi du:

(8) a. Toi suy nghi (?13) cb dy dep. b. Toi suy nghi (?13) firong lai sé tot dep.

Vi tir “suy nghi” nén dugc thay bang “nght”; hoac it nhat, trén chit viét, cac cau (8) nén duoc trinh
bay nhu cau ghép (phong chiéu): Téi suy nghi, cd ay dep; Toi suy nghi, twong lai sé tot dep.

q ‘O cac cau (6), sw co mat cua la ding trusc loi dan c6 vé tuy chon vi khong tao ra sy khac bi¢t dang
ké vé nghia lan ngir phap. Tuy nhién, nd gitp phan biét su tinh n6i nang véi su tinh cau khién, so sanh:

(9) a. Me dan la em vé sém ndu com. b. Me dgn em vé sém ndu com.

O (9b), cach hiéu thir nhat “dan” ¢ bo ngir 1a (tiéu c) loi dan; cach hiéu thir hai: “ddn” c6 hai
bd ngir: “em” va “vé sém nau com” ([ai] [Iam gi] 12 hai b6 ngi dién hinh cua vi tir cau khién). Trong
khi d6, (9a) chi c6 thé hiéu “em vé sém nau com” 12 1oi dan.

NO cling gilp phén biét sy tinh suy nghi vai sy tinh tri giac, so sénh:
(10)  a. Me thdy la b con da quyét dinh diing. (suy nghi)

3 Halliday cho rang cac qua trinh n6i nang dugc dién dat bang mot phuc ¢t [ca 1 — ca 2], trong d6 [cu 1] “phong
chiéu” (projection) ch 2: néu cd 2 1a 1oi dan tryc tiép thi gitra hai ¢l c6 quan hé dang két (parataxis), néu 1a 1oi
dan gian tiép thi giira hai ct c6 quan hé phu két (hypotaxis) [14, tr.220].
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b. Me thdy (?1&) bé con méi di ra ngoai. (tri giac)

Vi tir “thdy” & (10a) c6 the thay bang “nghi”, “cho”, “twéng” va hau nhu khdng cé khac biét ve
nghia. O (10b) Ia quatrinh tri giac nén khong thé dung la. Néu thay “thay” bang “nghi”, “cho”, “tuong”
thi ta s& c6 qué trinh suy nghi va c6 thé ding la sau no.

3.Y nghia cia la

Can phai khang dinh rang la 1a mot vi tir c6 nghia. Nghia cua n6 chinh 1a méi quan hé déi tugng
(su vat, sy tinh néu & phan B8&) véi mot chang loai, d6i tuong, khdng gian, thoi gian hodc noi dung ma
ngudi ndi quy gan hoic didn giai (néu & phan Thuyét). Ciing c6 nhiéu nguoi khang dinh tu cach dong
tur cua 14 [3, tr.138, 139], nhung lai khdng ranh mach khi noi vé nghia cta no. Li do, “quan h¢” la thir
khé chi ra mét cach truc quan nhu dn, chay, nam, ngoi... Tuy nhién, xét cho cuing thi cau hoi “I1a 1a
gi?” kho giai thich nhung ciing chang khac gi “C6 la gi?”, “O'la gi?” - nhiing cau hoi ma mubn giai
thich thi phai vién dén nhitng tir ngit, khai niém triru twong hon.

Tinh c6 nghia cua & khong phai 1a tién nghiém ma 13 két qua cua su twong tac gitra ngit phap va
ngit nghia; trong d6 1a dugc dat trong quan hé déi sénh vai vi tir “binh thuong”, trong quan hé véi vi
tir tinh thai, trong nhitng phét ngdn c6 1a va khong cé 1a. Tinh hinh vé 1a tiéng Viét rat khac vai cai goi
1a “hé tur” (copula) cuia mot s6 ngdn ngir khac. Tir géc nhin phé quét vé hé tir, Pustet néi dén nghich I:
nghia cua hé tir duoc coi 13 hién nhién dén muc viéc dinh nghia vé nd tré nén khong can thiét nhung
nhiéu tai liéu lai nhét tri véi nhau rang dac trung ciia hé tir 13 “vo nghia”, “tréng nghia” (semantically
empty) [16, tr.2]. John Lyons ciing cho ring to be (tiéng Anh) chi la “dong tir gia” (dummy verb),
“trong nghia” ma ngudi ta can dén dé danh dau ct phap [15, tr.322, 323].

La khac da s6 vi tir “binh thudng” (tam goi 12 vi tir “miéu thuat™*) & chd trong khi cac vi tir miéu
thuat biéu thi mot hanh dong, qua trinh, tu thé, trang thai cu thé cua ddi twong duoc néi dén thi 1a chi
biéu hién cac méi quan hé cua dbi tugng trong thé gii ma dbi tuong ton tai, theo nhan dinh, din giai
ctia ngudi ndi. N6i rd hon, Véi vi tir 1a nguoi n6i khdng dat ddi twong vao qué trinh chuyén tac hay vo
tac (Cao Xuan Hao goi d6 1a quan hé phi tham t&) d¢é miéu ta ma chi nhan dién ddi tugng bang céach
quy né vé mot chung loai nhat dinh (véi so biéu da biét), hoic dat n trong quan hé véi mot/nhiing doi
tugng khac, hoic gan cho nd nhiing dac trung ma néu khdng duoc néu ra thi ban than dbi tuong khéng
boc 16. Trén thuc té, trong sach Ngir phap tiéng Viét “cau luan” (“cé dung dong tir 13”) duoc hiéu l1a
kiéu cau “biéu thi mot qué trinh suy luan nham xac dinh dic trung ctia mot su vat”, phan biét véi “cau
ta” (“khong dung dong tir 13 [13, tr.174-175].

Khi thay “chi Lan” 1am gi d6 (nhu cit thit, X0 rau...), ngudi ndi ¢é thé miéu ta: Ch; Lan dang
nau an; Chi Lan 1am mén rau xao; Mon rau xao cua chj Lan rat ngon;... Va ciing ¢6 thé dua ra nhan
dinh: Ch;j Lan la nguoi phu nit dam dang; Chi Lan la nguoi lam mén rau xao; Mon rau xao la cua chi
Lan; X&o rau ma rau van xanh |a rat kho;... Nhitng phat ngdn nay khong ta hozc thuat lai truc tiép va
cu thé nhirng sy tinh dién ra trong thé gisi hién thuc vé chi Lan hogc mon rau xao ma chi “luan” vé chi
Lan (bang cach cho biét tu cach thanh vién thudc “chung loai” (tap hop, nhom) “ngudi dam dang” cua
chi ay), vé mén rau xao (bang cach cho biét quan h¢ cua nd véi chi Lan), ve viéc xao rau (bang cach
gan cho n6 tu cach thanh vién cia nhom “viéc/didu/chuyén rat kho”).

Vé dai thé, phan Thuyét véi cac vi tir miéu thuat tra 10i cau hoi ... thé nao?; V sao?; V gi?; V ¢
dau?; \V dau?; V bao nhiéu?; trong khi la tra l6i nhirng cau hoi c6 tinh ban thé: ... la ai?; ... la gi?; ...
la sao?; ... la bao nhiéu?.

4 Thuat ngir ciia Chim Van Bé [2], ¢6 thé dung dé phan biét véi tir “miéu ta” phi thuat ngi.
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3.1. “La” dién dat quan hé logi

Pay la nhirng cau tric trong d6 ngudi néi dung vi tir 1a dé thiét 1ap quan hé gitra ca thé véi ching
loai hodc tap hop (goi chung la “chung loai”) - trugc day thuong duoc goi 1a quan h¢ dinh tinh [1], [9]
- hodc nguoc lai, quan h¢ gitra chung loai véi ca thé ma n6 bao ham - gan giéng quan he liét ké. Ca hai
qué trinh nay déu nham muc dich gidp ngudi nghe nhan dién déi tuong dang noéi dén.

Khi Bé 1a mot danh ngi (NP1), phan Thuyét [1a + NP2 (danh ngir - bo ngir)] c6 thé chi ra cai
chang loai ma déi twong néu ¢ phan Bé thugc vao. Pay chinh la cau tric [Danh - 1a - Danh] ma gan
nira thé ki trude di c6 nhiéu nha nghién ciu tranh luan, rang & cau tric nay la biéu thi quan hé bao
ham [6], [7]), quan h¢ ddng nhat [10]. (Thyc ra, ciu trdc [Danh - 14 - Danh] & céc tac gia nay bao ham
ca cau tric ding thirc, s& néi & phan sau).

Trong nhitng phat ngdn c6 13, ¢6 hai dbi tuong da dugc tién gia dinh ton tai, dbi tuong ding trude
(dién dat bang NP1) la d6i tuong can duoc nhan dién, ¢ mat trong tinh hudng hién dwong hoic trong
van canh/ngén canh, 1a xuat phét diém cua phat ngon (thuc chét day la doi hoi vén co cia phan Bé), dbi
twong thir hai (NP2) duoc dua ra dé gitp nhan dién dbi tuong dung trude, vi cd mdi quan hé thudc tinh
chung loai véi nd. Giao tiép s& khdng thanh cong néu NP2 khong goi 1én y niém nao & ngudi nghe.

Trong qua trinh nhan thic sy vat, viéc dat ddi twong trong quan hé véi mét chang loai nao do
(phan loai déi twgng) thuc chat 1a quy géan thudc tinh caa chang loai da biét cho di twong dang noi
dén. S¢ di nhu vay 1a vi chung loai 1a mot khai niém ngoai dién I16n (noi ham it ddu hiéu hon), phan
anh y niém cua con ngudi vé thé gi¢i khach quan, bao ham nhiéu khéi niém c6 ngoai dién nho hon (noi
ham phong pht hon), twong ty nhu quan hé bao ham giira giéng va l0ai®; va ngoai dién nho nhat c6 thé
chi gom mét ca thé. Nhu cac cau (11) sau day, phan Bé NP1 ¢ thé 1a mot danh ngit/dai tir ¢6 so chi 1a
mot ca thé hoac tap hop (11a, b, ¢) hoac mot danh ngit ¢6 so chi 1a toan bo mot loai (11e, f); sau LA 1a
mét danh ngir khdng cd sé chi, biéu thi ching loai ma ddi twong thudc vao, do dé6 ma ngudi ta biét
duoc thudc tinh caa déi tuongP.

(11) a. Con nay la gau. b. Nhiing con ch6 d6 1a ché Pha Quac.
c. D6 1a mét con ché Phi Quac.  d. Gdu viing nay la gau ngura.
e. Voi la déng vdt an co. f. Voi la loai dong vdt an cé.

O (11a), (11b) “gau”, “ché Phl Qudc” la nhitng khéi niém (tén goi) ma nguoi Viét khai quét hoa
tir nhitng dac trung vé hinh déang, da ldng, tap tinh,..., caa mét chung loai’ va phan biét véi nhitng
chang loai khéc (n6 da duoc tién gia dinh ton tai, dd nguoi nghe cé biét hay khong). Vi vay, dé (gip
ngudi nghe) nhan dién “con nay”, “nhitng con ché d6”, nguoi néi dit chiing trong quan hé véi “gau”,
“ché Phi Quéc”, ham chi rang chiing mang nhirng dic trung chung loai caa “gau”, cia “ché Phi Quéc”
thay vi phai miéu ta chiing thé nao. Céc vi du khac ciing twong tu. V& mit y nghia, & (11¢) NP2 cho

® Di nhién, quan hé glong loai trong ngdn ngir khong trung vei tiéu chi phan loai khoa hoc va né hoan toan dap
ng nhu cau giao tiép vi pht hop véi nhén thie cua nguoi ban ngi. Chang han, “ca voi” trong tleng Viét dugc
xép vao loai “ca”, du da s6 ngudi co chit kién thtc khoa hoc deu biét d6 1a dong vat c6 va, thd bang phdi; “ho
bong Duong”, “hd Amur” thudc giéng “h6” (chir khong thuoc gidng “bao” nhur phén loai khoa hoc). Trong tiéng
Viét, sé rat kho hleu khi n6i “H6 Amur 1a mét gidng béo cé than hinh to 16n nhat trong cac loai hd”. Ngoai ra,
ciing can chl y rang, trong tiéng Viét, nhiing danh tu rleng nhu hoi, thu, dudi, Phi Quéc, Bac Ha, ngua, cho, ...
thuong chi duoc nhan dién sau khi dé x€p loai ching 1a “ca”, “chd” hay la “géiu”.

8 Do d6, kiéu Cau tric nay trude ddy thuong dugc goi la “d;nh tinh” [1], [2], [9].

7 Pé tranh phuc tap, khai niém “ching loai” (class) dugc ding véi nghia phi thuat ngit, c6 thé 1a ching loai “ca”,
nhung trong tinh hudng khéc ¢ thé 1a chung loai c6 ndi ham phong pht hon nhu “ca mép”, ..., “ca map dau
bua”, tuy vao dinh ngir phia sau.
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biét mét ca thé thudc “chd Phi Québc™, trong khi céc cau con lai thi cho biét loai.
O quan hé dinh loai dang nay, NP1 duoc bao ham hoan toan trong NP2 cho nén c6 thé goi la quan

hé duroc bao ham. Nhitng cau thong tin chung vé nguon gc, qué quan, nghé nghiép, chat lidu, quan he
so thudc thuong thudc cau tric nay.
(12) a.Ba Lan la nguoi Ha Ngi / doanh nhan / giam doc / bac si.
b. Cai ban an dé 1a g6 soi.
c. Cuon séach nay |a cua thu vién / cua toi.

Céc cu (12) néu khong c6 1a van chuan tic va c6 ciing noi dung ménh dé. Tuy nhién, khi do s&
co hai kieu cau khac nhau: [De (NP1) - Thuyet (la + NP2)] va [De (NP1) - Thuyet (NP2)]. Cau co la
la cu quan hé, cau khéng ¢ la la cau miéu thuét c6 Qanh ngtr lam Thuyét. Kha nang st dung cau miéu
thuat khéng cé 1a han ché hon cau quan hé la rat nhiéu. Li do:

(i) Trong mot phét ngdn c6 nhiéu Thuyét, NP2 d& dugc nhan dign nhu 1a dinh ngi hogc phu chd
ngir: Ba Lan nguoi Ha Ngi lam an rat gioi so vai Ba Lan 1a nguoi Ha Ngi, lam an rat gioi.

(i) Trir tr “ngudi”, “dan” dé biéu thi ngudn gdc, nguyén quén (“... ngudi Puc”, ... ngudi Ha
Noi”, ... dan Quang Nam”), con thi nhitng phat ngon khong co la s& thiéu tu nhién hozc gay cam giac
chua hoan chinh, tham chi bt kha chap, néu khéng c6 tinh hudng hoic tinh thai nhat dinh. Chang han:
(?) Ba Lan ngwoi lao dong, ) Ong Nam dan giau c6, (?) Chi Thu gisi kinh doanh, (?) Con trai chi ay
giam doc, (?) Hai nguoi ngoi ¢ dang kia bac s, (?) Ba Lan nguroi Ha Néi ¢6 cueu cia nhiing nim 50.

(iii) Tuong ty, nhitng phét ngdn vé chat liéu hoac quan hé so thudc ciing s& thiéu ty nhién hozc
s& gay cam giac chua hoan chinh néu khéng c6 1a: (?) Cai ban dy go, (?) Con trau b; bat mat cia chi
Tw hang x6m, (?) Thang bé duwoc thiréng chau ngoai cua tdi. Khi ¢6 ngir canh, duoc tinh thai day du
va dic biét 1a NP2 biéu thi thdng tin duoc biét loai, thi c6 thé khdng can 1a: Cai ban dy gé soi mal,
Con trau bj bat mat ciza chd Twe hang x6m day!, Thang bé dwoc thirong chau ngogi cua toi chir khong
phdi chau ngi. Hon nira, vé ngir diéu, khoang dung sau phan Dé 1a rat can thiét dé nguoi nghe nhan
biét duoc thdng tin & nhitng cau nay.

C6 thé thay kiéu cau khdng co 1a thudng chi ding dé gidi thiéu di twong véi thdng tin tdi thiéu
(nguy@n quén, chat liéu, sé thudc) khi tinh hudng giao tiép hozc tinh thai du rd. Nhur vay, ¢6 1& chi nén xem
né 12 mét cach noi tit cua cau quan hé co 1a thay vi xem n6 1a kiéu cau miéu thuat c6 Thuyét la danh ngi.

O chiéu nguoc lai, khi NP1 ¢ Dé biéu thi mot chiing loai, bo ngir NP2 sau |a s& chi ra ngoai dién
cua né. Truong hop nay duoc dung khi khéi niém chuang loai da ton tai trong ngir canh hogc tinh huéng
giao tiép, nguoi noi gidp ngudi nghe nhan dién ching théng qua ca thé (hozc tiéu loai). Ching han:

(13) a. Ché Phi Quac 1a hai con nay.
b. Bgn than cua tdi la Nam va Ha.
c. Hoa hong 1a nhitng chdu nhé ¢ dang kia.
d. Nhaiing tac pham can doc 1a Chinh phu ngam, Truyén Kiéu, Luc Van Tién.
e. Thiét bi dién tir 1a dién thogi, may tinh, robot hit byi, v.v..
O céc cau (13) NP1 bao ham NP2, NP2 thudc ngoai dién cua NP1, cho nén cé thé goi day la
quan hé bao ham.
Trong thyc té ngén ngfr,’méi quan h¢ bao ham gitra NP1 va NP2 khong trung khit nhau; Ii do don
gian la ngoai dién cua NP1 rat I6n, khong the va khong can thiet duoc néu ra day du. Hon nita, thong
thuong trong cudc song nguoi ta tri nhan va lam viéc vai ca thé chir khéng phai la chang loai. biéu
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nay ciing giai thich tai sao “thiét bi dién t” ddi voi nguoi binh thuong s& dugce nhan dién qua dién
thoai, may tinh, tivi cha khéng phai & hé thdng diéu khién trén may bay hoic nhitng chiéc may chup
cat 1op dung trong y té.

O (13a) “cho Pht Quéc” duoc nhan dién théng qua “con chd” ton tai trong ngit canh hoic trong
tinh hudng hién dwong chir khdng thé 1a mot/nhitng con ché (Phi Quéc) nao dé ¢ Phi Qudc hoic ¢ so
thi. O (13b) NP2 “Nam va Ha” duoc néu ra, nhung khdng cé nghia rang chi ¢d hai c& thé do thuoc
chung loai “ban thén cua t6i” - s¢ di nguoi ndi chi néu ra hai nguai 1a vi li do ngir dung: do la hai nguoi
ma hai bén hoi thoai da “biét”, cling quan tam hogc ngudi ndi cho rang nguai nghe nén biét. Voi phét
ngon Nhiing hoc sinh Xudt sdc trong l6p nay la em Lé Nam, Nguyén Thi Lan, Tran Hung., nguoi nghe
c6 thé tin rang do6 1a tat ca nhiing ca thé mang thugc tinh “hoc sinh xuat sic trong 16p nay”, néu nd
duoc ndi ra khi giao vién thong bao danh sach khen thudng; va ngudi nghe c6 thé nghi rang con mot
sb hoc sinh xuat sic khdng duoc néu tén, néu nd duogc noi ra trong cudc thoai gitra hai gi4o vién. (13d)
va (13e) ciling tuong tu.

Trong ciu tric bao ham, c6 nhidu kha ning dao nguoc NP1 va NP2, khi d6 ta s& c6 cau tric duoc
bao ham, chang han: Nhitng chdu nhé ¢ dang kia 1a hoa hang; Chinh phy ngam, Truyén Kiéu, Luc Van
Tién 1a nhiing tac pham can doc. DT nhién, khi ddi cau tric thi ngit phap, ngit nghia va muc dich phét
ngén sé& thay doi.

Cau tric bao ham duong nhu khdng duoc Cao Xuan Hao chip nhan: 6ng cho rang Anh Nam la
thaiy thai, Ho 1a loai an thit khdng thé dao nguoc Thay thi 1a anh Nam, Loai an thit 1a hé. S di nhu
vay la vi Cao Xuan Hao phan biét “cau dang thirc” va “cau dinh tinh”, pham vi biéu hién cua hai danh
ngit trong “cau dang thire” twong dwong nhau nén c6 thé dao nguoc [NP1 = NP2 — NP2 = NP1], con
trong “cau dinh tinh” thi [NP1 < NP2] nén “méi quan hé giira hai bén khong thé dao nguoc” [1, tr. 221,
222]. Thuc ra, mot phat ngén cé quan hé bao ham duoc chap nhan hay khong tiy thudc vao diéu kién
ngir dung chtr khéng phai ngit phap: nguoi néi dung nd khi NP1 biéu thi chung loai da duoc tién gia
dinh ton tai trong dién ngdnva nguoi ndi cung cap ngoai dién dé nhan dién nd. Van d& nay sé dugc lam
rd hon & phan sau.

~ (Ghi cha: Méi quan hé bao ham khong phai la quan h¢ ligt ké biéu thi bang n/u: tir nhur chi don gian cho
biet nhitng yéu to, thanh phan tiéu biéu cho dicu vira dugc noi ra, con la dien dat quan hé giira chung loai va yeu
to, thanh phan thugc né)e.

(Con nira)

8 V& ngit phép, trir mot s6 van canh nhu c6 thé ding 1am vi tir (thay cho gidng nhu) con thi nhu chi dugc dung
dé dan nhap mét thanh phan phu hoac thanh phan phu chd.



