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Abstract: Politicians often use hedges to express their ideologies, their personal viewpoints or their
attitudes about different issues or their listeners; however, these linguistic devices can also help them relieve
the burden of their own responsibilities. The inauguration speeches of the new US president are considered a
kind of political proclamation, which is an official opportunity to introduce the new US president to the world,
so this is a very special kind of document to be studied. This paper was conducted to investigate the translation
of English hedges in President Barack Obama's first inaugural address on January 20, 2009 into Vietnamese.
The study also examined the effect of using hedges in political discourses of both languages - English and
Vietnamese.
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1. Giéi thidu

Rao dén 1a mot hanh vi giao tiép duoc sir dung kha rong rai trong doi sbng, n6 ciing 1a mot cong
cu hiéu qua gitp nguoi ta dat dugc muyc dich giao tiép. Theo Tir dzen tleng Viét, rao don la viéc “ndi co
tinh chat ngura truéc nhung su hiéu Iam hoac nhirng phan ung vé diéu m|nh sap noi” [4, tr. 821]. “Su
hiéu 1am” & déy c6 thé 1a hiéu 1am vé noi dung caa phéat ngdn, hiéu 1am vé thai do cua nguoi phat ngdn
hogc hiéu 1am gay nguy hai dén méi quan hé gitra cac c& nhan trong cudc hoi thoai. Do do, rao don 1a
mat hién tuong ngdn ngit kha dac biét, nd sinh dong, linh hoat nhung kho dién dat mét cach rd rang.

Nghién ciru nay duoc tién hanh voi mong mudn tim hiéu sau hon vé céc biéu thiic rao don trong
van ban dién thuyét, ma cu thé I1a céc dién ngdn trong bai phéat biéu nham chic dau tién cua téng
théng My - Barack Obama. Theo Munday [16] viéc sir dung biéu thirc rao don trong cac phét ngon la
phuong cach ma cac chinh tri gia thé hién y thic hé, thé hién quan diém va danh gia cia ho véi cac
van d&, véi ngudi nghe, nhung lai c6 thé glup giam nhe ganh nang trdch nhiém cua ban than. Do vay,
c4c biéu thire rao don trong cac bai phét biéu nham chic s& duoc nhin nhan dudi goc do tir vung hoc
theo quan diém dung hoc, tir d6 rut ra cac biéu thirc rao don phd bién trong loai van ban nay. Trong
khudn khd bai viét ndy, chiing tdi chi xem xét cach thic cac rao don dugc sir dung trong bai phat biéu
nham chic dau tién cia tong thdng My Barack Obama vao ngay 20 thang 1 nim 2009. Ching t6i ciing
mudn so sanh va ddi chiéu cac rao dén trong bai phat biéu ndy véi cac twong dwong trong ban dich
tiéng Viét dé tim hicu vé hiéu qua cua viéc sir dung cac bicu thic rao don. BE dat dugc muc dich cia
bai viét, ching tdi c6 gang giai quyét hai van dé sau day (1) im hiéu vé hiéu qua cua céc biéu thirc rao
don trong van ban tiéng Anh va (2) so sanh hiéu qua cua céc biéu thirc rao don tiéng Anh so véi cac
twong duong dich trong ban tiéng Viét. Ching toi hi vong véi két qua cua nghién ctu nay sé gidp ich
phan nao do6 cho viéc giang day tiéng Anh néi chung va viéc giang day bo mén dich thuat ndi riéng.

* Truong Pai hoc Cong nghé Hong Nai.
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2. Co s6 li thuyét
2.1. Dinh nghia rao don

Zadeh [20] 1a nguoi dau tién dé cap dén rao don thong qua “Ii thuyét mo™ (fuzzy theory) vao
nam 1965. Tuy nhién, nguoi gigi thiéu thuat ngit “rao don” (hedging) dau tién va dit nén tang cho
viéc nghién ciru rao don 1a Lakoff. Lakoff da d& cap dén rao don 1a “nhitng tir ngir c6 chirc ning lam
mo nghia” [13, tr.195]. Vé sau, Ii thuyét ciia Lakoff dugc cac nha ngén ngit hoc khéac phét trién thém
va lam cho rao don tré thanh mot khai niém rong hon véi cac y nghia nhu 1a sy tham do, tinh lich sy,
su thiéu cam két, tinh gian tiép, tinh mo ho, kha nang x4p xi - gan dang hoic sy khong xac dinh ([6],
[18], [12], [8]). Brown and Levinson [6] dinh nghia rao don 1a mot don vi, mét tir hoac mot cum tur
lam thay d6i muc d6 biéu dat cua don vi ngdn ngit chira n6, 1am cho don vi ngdn ngir d6 chi ding
mét phan, hoic chi diing & mot khia canh nhat dinh nao d6; hoic ding va day di hon mirc mong doi.
Salager-Meyer khang dinh rao dén 1a tao ra “sy mo hd theo du kién va c6 cha dich” [18, tr.150].
Hyland [12] cho rang rao don la nhitng dau hiéu ngén ngir chi ra rang nguoi noi thiéu cam két vé tinh
chinh xac caa phét ngdn, nhat Ia khi tuyén bd vé nhiing kién thirc méi. Fraser [7] tuyén bé rang rao don
1a mot chién luoc tu tir bao hiéu sy cam két khong day du vé cac thanh phan trong noi dung phét ngon
hozc vé luc ngdn trung du dinh phat ngdn. Nhu vay, cd thé thiy, rao don 1a mét don vi ngdn ngit c6
chirc niang 1am giam génh ning trach nhiém cia nguoi ndi, 1am giam muac do chinh xac déi voi noi
dung phat ngon, 1am tang tinh lich sy v&/ hoic giit thé dién cho ngudi noi.

2.2. Phén loai va chirc ndng ciia rao don

Lakoff [13] cho rang rao dén 1a cac thanh phan 1am mo nghia (fuzziness) nen ong chi quan tam
dén céc yéu té cung cb (reinforcement) hozdc lam moéng di (attenuation) cac méi quan hé vé nghia
trong phat ngén.

Theo Holmes [10], viéc phan loai cac biéu thirc nhu sort of hay isn # is? 1a rao don hay cau hoi
duodi rat khé khan vi phai phy thudc vao tinh huéng ma né duoc str dung ciing nhu thai do va tinh
chac chan ma nguoi ndi mudn dién ta vé didu ho dang noi. Do d6, Holmes dé xuét hai loai rao don
theo chirc ning cua ching, loai thir nhat 1a chire nang tinh théi tri nhan (the epistemic modal function)
- thé hién su wéc ching hodc sw khdng chdc chdn cia nguoi néi vé mot diéu gi do; Véi cac tur nhu
about hoac fairy. Loai thur hai la chic ndng cam xuc (affective function) ding dé rat ngan khoang
cach xa héi giira nhitng nguroi dang giao tiép véi nhau hodc dé tao ra mét cuge giao tiép gan gii.
Bén canh d6, né ciing bao hiéu tinh lich sy va thai do tich cuc ciia nguoi noi ddi véi nguoi khac; Véi
cac tir nhu you know hoac isn 't it.

Salager-Meyer [18] dé xuét phan loai rao dén theo nhitng nhom rét cu thé: (i) trg dong tir tinh
thai (modal verbs); (ii) dong tir tinh thai (modal lexical verbs); (iii) tinh tr, trang tir va danh tir tinh
thai (adjective, adverb and noun modal phrases); (iv) udc lugng tir chi mirc do, sé lugng, tan suat
hozc thoi gian (approximators); (v) cac cum tir gii thiéu (introductory phrases); (vi) cac cau triic dic
biét: ménh d& gia dinh hogc cau tric bi dong (if clauses or passive voice).

Fraser [8] cho ring, rao dén la cach ding mét thuat ngir cu thé, chon mot cau trdc cu thé hoic
ap dat mot hinh thic tu tir cy thé nao d6 dé 1am giam di tinh chinh xac ma dang ra phat ngon phai co.
Tac gia chia ra hai loai rao dén: loai thir nhét 1a 1am giam tinh chinh xé4c bang noi dung (content
migitation) va loai thir hai 12 1am giam tinh chinh xac bang luc ngén trung (force migitation).

Rao dén ciing khong phai 1a mét loai ciu trdc ngit phap, béi vi né khéng thusc mot hinh thic cd
phap cu thé nao. Pay la diém kho khan mau chot trong viéc phén loai rao don. Cac nha nghién cau
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da nd luc dé phan loai rao dén thanh nhing loai nhé hon va cé su tring lap nhau & viéc phan loai
gitta cac nha ngdn ngir hoc. Chiing t6i dong ¥ véi quan diém phan loai rao don theo tir loai trong tiéng
Anh cua Salager-Meyer [18], bai vi ddy 1a m6 hinh bao gdm nhiéu biéu thirc rao don duoc phan loai cu
thé, duoc str dung rong rai va duge mong doi s& xuat hién nhiéu trong cac dién ngén chinh tri.

Rio d6n ¢ nhiéu chirc nang khac nhau, theo Fraser [8], trong nhiéu loai dién ngdn khac nhau
thi rao don c6 thé dugc str dung voi cac muc dich nhu: tao ra tinh lich sy am tinh 1an duong tinh; 1am
giam nhe; tao ra sy bao vé ban than cho ngudi phat ngdn & mirc do nao dé; tranh ddi dau; lanh tranh
trach nhiém vé mot van dé hodc mot hanh dong nao do; thé hien sy khiém ton; che giau sy that; to vé
héi tiéc hoic glam di quyén lyc cua nguoi phat ngon, v.v. Tuy nhlen tac gia cho rang, rao dén co hai
chie ning phé quat la (1) giam thiéu tac dong khdng mong muén ddi véi ngudi nghe bang cach dua
ra nhiing thong diép lich sy (hon) va (2) tranh dua ra thong tin ma ngudi noi phai chiu trdch nhiém
bang cach tao ra sy mo hd hon hoic sy thoai théac.

2.3. Rao don trong dién ngon chinh tri

Fraser [7] da nghién ctru vé nhitng phuong thirc rdo don ma tong théng My George W. Bush da
str dung trong cac budi hop bao vao nim 2007. Theo tac gia, cac budi hop bao 1a noi cac tong théng
lubn bi thach thirc boi cac cau hoi kho va can dugc tra 161 mot cach day du va rd rang; day ciing 1a
didn dan ma mot tong thong co thé giai thich cac quan diém, cac chinh sach duogc duoc ra va ciing 1a
noi c6 thé hung chiu nhiéu chi trich. Do vay, day chinh Ia noi ma tac gia mong doi tong thong s& van
dung rat nhiéu cac biéu thirc rdo don khac nhau. Tuy nhién, tong théng Bush chu yéu sir dung cac

“rao dén trung lap” (neutral hedging) 1a nhimg rao don khong anh hudng dén chu dé dang tranh luan.
Két qua nghién ciru ciing chi ra rang tong thong Bush khdng sir dung rao don dé tron tranh hay véi
muc dich lich su; nhung 6ng c6 sir dung céc rao don dé giam nhe tinh chinh xéac caa phéat ngon.

Laurinaityte [14] dd xem xét va nghién ciru vé tin suit cia cac biéu thic rao dén trong 12 bai
phét biéu truéc va sau dic cir cua hai tong thong My, Barack Obama va George W. Bush; dong thoi
¢6 gang nhan dién va phan loai cac loai rao dén. Két qua nghién cau chi ra rang, cac bai phét biéu
truéc khi dac i ¢6 st dung nhiéu biéu thirc rdo don hon va cac biéu thirc rao don dugc sir dung bao
gdm trg dong tir tinh thai (modal verbs), dong tir tinh thai (modal lexical verbs), cac cau tric bj dong
dac biét (special passive voice constructions) va cac cum tir gidi thiéu (introductory phrases). Trong
khi d6, cac bai phat biéu sau khi dic cir cha yéu st dung cac biéu thirc rao dén nhu 1a cac tir udc
luong (approximators) va cadc cum tinh tir, trang tir va danh tir tinh thai (adjectival, adverbial and
nominal modal phrases).

Rabab’ah & Rumman [17] dd nghién ctru vé rao don trong cac bai phét biéu cua vua Jodan -
Abdullah II ciing nhu xem xét cac chirc ning ngir dung cua cac biéu thirc ndy théng qua 25 bai phat
biéu duoc chon ngau nhién trén website chinh thirc cua nha vua. Tac gia phan loai rao don theo i
thuyét cua Salager-Meyer. Nghién citu cho thay biéu thic rao don dugc vua Abdullah 11 st dung
nhiéu nhat 1a trg dong tir can (c6 thé). Cac biéu thirc rao don déu c6 thé dap tng mot 50 chuc nang
ngir dung nhu giam nhe trach nhiém vai cac tuyén bd; thé hién tinh lich sy va mong mudn duoc chap
nhan; tranh bi chi trich truc tiép dic biét 1a khi dua ra cac du doan vé twong lai va thé hién mot su
thiéu cam két vé tinh chat day du caa noi dung phat ngon. Nghién ctu két luan rang dién ngdn chinh
tri thuong dung cé&c biéu thirc rao don dé thé hién tinh gian tiép, tinh lich sy va sy thiéu cam két.

2.4. Tinh hinh nghién civu vé biéu thirc rao don tai Viét Nam

Mot s6 nha Viét ngir hoc ciing da nghién ciru vé rao don. B Hitu Chau [1, tr.273] cho rang
hanh dong rao don thudc chién lugc lich sy am tinh dé né tranh nhirng hanh vi de doa thé dién hoac
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bu ddp, giam nhe hiéu luc cua ca nhan trong giao tiép. Vii Thi Nga [3] trong luan é&n tién si vé rao
don trong hanh vi giao tiép tiéng Viét, cho rang rao don 1a mot hanh vi ngon ngir ¢6 noi dung chi dan
vé pham vi, céch thic linh hoi phét ngon, gilp lam tang hodc giam hiéu luc ¢ 161 cua ngi dung phat
ngén véi muc dich ngan chan sy hiéu 1am va phan ng khong hay cua nguoi nghe. Nguyén Thanh
Huy & Truong Thi Hong Nhung [11], trong bai viét vé su gidng va khac nhau trong viéc sir dung
thanh phan rao don trong tiéng Anh va tiéng Viét, cho rang rao don cé hai chic ning chinh 1a lam
ngudi phat ngén cam thiy tu tin hon khi dua ra quan diém ciia minh & noi cong cong va thé hién su
khiém tén ciing nhu giir dugc thé dién cho minh. Nguyén Thi Huyén Trang [2] da xem Xét 55 vin
ban khoa hoc tiéng Anh va 71 vin ban khoa hoc tiéng Viét dé so sanh ddi chiéu cac biéu thirc rao don
trén ba goc do 1a két hoc, nghia hoc va dung hoc. Két qua cho thdy rang ca céc tac gia nguoi Viét va
ngudi Anh déu sir dung kha nhiéu biéu thirc rao don chi trong tac gia dé bao vé thé dién cua ban than
va giam duoc cam két cia ngudi viét ddi véi noi dung phéat ngon; va cac tac gia nguoi Viét c6 xu huéng
str dung nhiéu biéu thirc rao dén hon.

Tuy nhién, dén hién tai, & Viét Nam chwa c6 nghién citu ndo xem xét dén rao dén trong dién
ngdn chinh tri, day co6 thé duoc xem 1a diém mai trong nghién ctru nay cua ching toi.

3. Ngir liéu nghién ciru

Theo Nguyén Truong Uy va dong su (2019), nhirng bai dién vin nham chic cua cac téng thong
M5 ludn c6 tam anh huong 16n khdng chi & nuéc My ma con trén toan thé gisi vi mdi vi tong thong
M3 khi déc cir s& ¢6 nhiing chién lugc hoac quyét sach khong chi dnh huéng dén nudc My ma con
tac dong dén ca thé gisi, khdng chi trong nhiém ki caa ho ma cé khi con dan dén nhiing tac dong lau dai.

Di&n van nham chuc - mét loai dign ngdn chinh tri dac biét, bao gom ca dic trung cua didn ngon
noi va dién ngdn viét; n6 ludn thu hat s chl y caa giéi phé binh, cac nha phan tich chinh sach va ca
céc nha ngdn ngit hoc. Muc dich cua bai phat biéu nham chuc 1a tao nén mét hinh tugng cho tan téng
thdng va ¢ ging khoi day niém tin cua ngudi dan vé nhitng gia tri mang tinh truyén théng caa My -
vé “gidc mo M§”: dan cha, dan quyén, ty do, binh ding va co hoi thinh viong va thanh cong. Bén
canh do, day ciing la dip dé tan tong théng My thé hién quan diém cua minh vé chién luoc phat trién
dat nudc, vé quan hé déi ngoai va mot loat van dé khéac ma thé gioi dang quan tam (Teng [19]). Vi
nhitng dic trung dac biét d6, chung t6i nghi rang cac dién van nham chirc cia tong thong My 1a mot
loai vian ban chinh tri rat thi vi c6 thé dugc dung trong viéc giang day tiéng Anh, day giao tiép lién
véan hoda va ca trong day dich thuat.

Trong khudn khd cua bai nghién ciu nay ching toi chi chon bai phat biéu nham chuac nhiém ki
dau tién cua téng thdng Barack Obama ban tiéng Anh, véi d6 dai gan 2.400 tir, duoc dang tai trén
website “Famous Presidential Speeches”, tai dia chi https://millercenter.org/the-presidency/ presidential-
speeches. Day 1 trang web chuyén ding tai cac bai phét biéu trong sudt ca nhiém ki cua tung tong
thdng My. Dé so sanh va ddi chiéu, bai viét sir dung hai ban dich tiéng Viét: ban thir nhét (ki hiéu 1a
[A]) duoc lay trong thc pham Téng thong My - Nhiing bai dién van néi tiéng do Nguyén Truong Uy
hiéu dinh va duoc nha xuit ban Thé gisi phat hanh nam 2019 va ban thi hai (ki hiéu 1a [B]) duoc liy
tir bai béo Bai phat biéu nhdm chizc cia tong thong Obama duoc lugc dich bai T. Mai va Kinh Luan
trén bao Tugi Tré Online, dang ngdy 21 thang 1 nam 2009.

Céc biéu thtce rao don trong bai dién van dwoc phan loai va nhan dién bang phan mém Antconc
3.5.9 (2020). Pay 1a mot phan mém mién phi ding dé phan tich ngir liéu. Phan mém c6 thé gidp
nguoi dung tim kiém cac don vi ngdn ngit tir co ban dén phuc tap, liét ké sé lwong va quy chiéu dén
phan vian ban hoic tap tin c6 lién quan dén phan ngir liéu can tim kiém. Phan mém nay c6 thé nhan
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dién ca cac van ban tiéng Anh va tiéng Viét. Cac vi du trich trong bai viét duoc danh sé theo thir tu
xuat hién trong bai dién van.

4. Két qua nghién ciru

4.1. C&c logi rao dén trong bai phdt biéu nhgm chirc ddu tién cria tong thong Barack Obama

Chung t6i lya chon mé hinh cua Salager-Meyer dé phan loai cac biéu thirc rao don bai vi day 1a
mo hinh bao gom nhiéu danh myc rao do6n dugc st dyng kha rong réi va luén dugc mong dgi s€ xuat
hién trong céc dién ngdn chinh tri - day 1a mo hinh dugc phéan loai theo tir loai tieng Anh (Bang 1).

Bang 1. Phan loai rao dén theo mo hinh cua Salager-Meyer [18]

Loai (Category) Pon vi rao don (Hedging words)
1. Tro dong tir tinh thai (Modal auxiliary verbs) may, might, can, could, shall, should, will, would, must
2. Bong tur tinh thai (lexical modal verbs) seem, appear, believe, suggest, assume, think

3. Tinh tur, trang tir va danh tir tinh thai (Adjectival,
adverbial and nominal modal phrases)

3.1. Tinh tir tinh thai possible, probable, un/likely
3.2. Trang tr tinh thai perhaps, possibly, probably, likely
3.3. Danh tir tinh thai assumption, claim, possibility, estimate
4, Cac tir vdc luong (Approximators of degree, approximately, roughly, about, often, generally,
quantity, frequency and time) usually, some, many, more, less
5. Cac cum tur gigi thiéu (Introductory phrases) I believe, to our knowledge, it is our view that, we
feel that
6. Ménh dé gia dinh (If clauses) If true, if anything

Bang 2 cho thay tin suét va ti trong cua cac biéu thirc rao don xuét hién trong bai phét biéu
nham chuc cua téng thong Obama. Sé liéu trong bang thé hién rang trg dong tir tinh thai 1 loai rao
don duoc sir dung nhiéu nhét, véi 48 luot, chiém 61%; loai rao don duoc sir dung nhiéu thir hai 1a cac
tir wdc luong véi 21 luot, chiém 27%. Trong khi d6, cac cum tinh tir, trang tir va danh tir tinh thai lai
khong hé xuat hién.

Bang 2. Tan sudt va ti trong cua céc loai rdo don

Céc loai rao dén Tan suét (1an) Ti trong (%)
Trg dong tur tinh thai (Modal auxiliary verbs) 48 61
bong tur tinh thai (Modal lexical verbs) 5 6
Céc tir wéc lugng (Approximators) 21 27
Céc cum tu gii thiéu (Introductory phrases) 4 5
Ménh dé gia dinh (If clauses) 1 1
Tong cong 79 100

CAc tro dong tir tinh thai duoc str dung trong bai phat biéu cua tong théng Obama bao gom cac
tir: may, might, can, could, must, will, would; trong d6, will 1a tir dugc sir dung nhiéu nhat vai 19
luot, chiém 40%; dang thir 2 1a tir can véi 13 luot, chiem 27%. Could va would chi cé 1 ot st dung.

Tro dong tir tinh thai will (sé) thuong dugc sir dung dé du doan vé diéu gi do trong twong lai
nén viéc tir nay duoc st dung nhiéu l1an trong bai phét biéu caa téng théng Obama cé thé duoc xem
la phi hop v&i mong doi ciia nguoi nghién ciu. Bén canh do, theo gido trinh Ngit phép tiéng Anh
nang cao cua Cambridge (Hewings [9]) thi ngudi ta con ¢d thé dung will dé néi vé viéc san long thuc
hién mot diéu gi do, vi thé téng thdng Obama di dung kha nhiéu tir ndy trong cac bai didn van nham
chae dé néu 1én nhitng van dé can giai quyét trong twong lai, nhitng du dinh, nhitng mong doi cho
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tuong lai. Vi du nhu trong mét doan ngan sau day tir will da duge dung dén 6 1an khi néi vé nhiing ké
hoach ma tong thong cung chinh phu s& thuc hién trong nhiém ki caa minh.

(8) For everywhere we look, there is work to be done. The state of the economy calls for action, bold and swift,
and we will act—not only to create new jobs, but to lay a new foundation for growth. We will build the roads and
bridges, the electric grids and digital lines that feed our commerce and bind us together. We will restore science to
its rightful place, and wield technology's wonders to raise health care's quality and lower its cost. We will harness
the sun and the winds and the soil to fuel our cars and run our factories. And we will transform our schools and
colleges and universities to meet the demands of a new age. All this we can do. And all this we will do.

Tuy nhién, khd nang xay ra cua nhiing sy kién khi dwoc dung voi will khong phai la qua cao
(chi khoang 50%), do do, will 1a mot Io_gi biéu thirc rao don phu hop dé dung trong maot bai phat biéu
nham chuc, vi nhitng rao don nay co thé gitp lam giam trach nhiém cua ngudi phat ngon.

Tro dong tir tinh thai can (co thé) ciing dwoc sir dung kha thuong xuyén, cd thé 1a do trg dong tir
nay lién quan dén kha ning xay ra ciia cac su kién, cac quyét dinh hoic cac chinh sach. Va ciing nhu
will, kha nang xay ra cua can khéng & mac do cao, do d6 n6 cling dugc st dung nhu moét loai rao don
phong ngira rui ro, dé néi vé nhiing didu khdng chic chin. Nhu khi noi vé cac chinh sach dbi ngoai,
tong théng Obama thudng dung trg dong tir tinh thai can (10 & 13) dé bay to thai d6 va quan diém caa minh.

(10) We are the keepers of this legacy. Guided by these principles once more, we can meet those new
threats that demand even greater effort — even greater cooperation and understanding between nations.

(13) And to those nations like ours that enjoy relative plenty, we say we can no longer afford indifference
to suffering outside our borders; nor can we consume the world's resources without regard to effect.

Mot loai hinh rao don khéc duoc st dung twong d6i nhiéu trong bai phat biéu nham chuc cua
téng théng Obama nita d6 1a cac tir wdc luong (approximators). Less (it hon) va more (nhiéu hon) 1a
2 tir dwoc st dung troi hon hin céc tir con lai (tir less duoc ding 7 1an va tir more duoc dung 5 1an).
Trong hai vi du dudi day, mac du less c¢6 nghia phii dinh nhung khi két hop véi maot tir phi dinh khéc
(no) thi lai lam ting 1én su khiang dinh va lam tang tinh chac chan cua phat ngon.

(2) These are the indicators of crisis, subject to data and statistics. Less measurable but no less profound
is a sapping of confidence across our land — a nagging fear that America's decline is inevitable, and that the
next generation must lower its sights.

(7) Our workers are no less productive than when this crisis began. Our minds are no less inventive, our
goods and services no less needed than they were last week or last month or last year.

4.2. Khdo sat cach chuyén dich rae dén trong bai phdt biéu nhgm chirc dau tién cia téng
thong Obama trong cac bdn dich tieng Viét

Tiéng Anh va tiéng Viét thudc hai loai hinh ngén ngir khac nhau nén luén cé nhiing su khac
biét. M6t trong nhitng khac biét dé nhan thay va sé& dugc xem Xét nhiéu trong bai nghién ciru nay la
cac trg dong tur tinh thai.

Biber va cac d(‘)ng sy [5], dua vao ngir nghia, da chia cac trg dong tir tinh thai tiéng Anh thanh 3
nhom: nhém 1 dung de noi ve kha nang va su cho phép vai cac tro dong tir can, could, may mlght
nhém 2 dung dé n0| vé su can thiét va bit bugc vai cac tro dong tir must should va nhém 3 dung dé
néi sy mong mudn va du doan véi cac trg dong tir will, would, shall. Tuy nhién, sic thai ¥ nghia cua
c4c tir trong ting nhom ciing khac nhau. Vi duy, khi can duoc sir dung trong cac cau khang dinh &
dang chu dong (active) thi kha nang xay ra hanh dong/su kién do la 96%, trong khi d6, ¢ cung hoan
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canh ma dung céc trg dong tu tinh thai khac thi kha nang xay ra la khoang 81%. Tuong tu vay, trong
cac cau phu dinh c6 can thi kha nang khong xay ra cua sy tinh 1a 40%, con kha nang cua cac trg dong
tir khéc chi la 25%. Tuy nhién, khi can dugc st dung trong cau bi dong (passive) thi kha nang xay ra
cua can chi c6 3%, trong khi cac trg dong tir khac 1a 11% (Mindt [15]).

Trong khi do, tiéng Viét khdng co tro dong tir tinh thai nén ciing khéng c6 cac tir trong dwong
dé c6 thé dich duoc cac mirc d6 hoic kha ning xay ra cia cac sy Kién nhu cach ma céc trg dong tir
trong tiéng Anh c6 thé dién dat. Vi vay, trong hai ban chuyén ngir bai phét biéu nham chirc cua tong
théng Obama, céc tac gia Viét Nam da chon 4 cach sau ddy dé chuyén ngit céc biéu thirc rao don: (a)
chon mét cau triic twong duong trong tiéng Viét dé chuyén ngir; (b) chon mét tir loai khac trong tiéng
Viét dé chuyén ngir; (c) chon mét cau trdc/cach dién dat khac nhung tuong dwong nghia trong tiéng
Viét; va (d) luoc bo han biéu thic rao don va khong dich.

a. Chon mét cau tric twong dwong trong tiéng Viét dé chuyén ngiz
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Trong vi du (7) c4u trdc so sanh lién tién duoc st dung & ca ban tiéng Anh va 2 ban dich tiéng
Viét. Didu nay gilp gitr dugc y d6 cua nguoi phéat ngon, cu thé & day 1a tong thong Obama, tir d6
dam bao duoc hiéu qua cua viéc su dung rao don.

(7) Our workers are no less productive than [B] Cong nhan cua chiing ta khong kém ndng sudt hon
when this crisis began. Our minds are no less khi cudc khiing hodng da bat dau. Pau dc cua ching ta khdng

inventive, our goods and services no less needed kém sdng tao hon, nhu Cau vé hang hoéa va dich vu cua chung
than they were last week or last month or last year.  ta khdng kém hon tuan trude, thang trude hay nam trude.

b. Chon mét tir logi khac trong tiéng Viét dé dich céc biéu thirc rao don

Trong ca hai ban dich, tro dong tir will va shall & cac vi du (8), (11) va (12) déu duoc dich thanh
phd tir chi thoi gian sé; hay nhu tir trg dong tir can trong vi du (10) va must trong vi du (12) déu duoc
dich thanh dong tir tinh thai c6 thé va phdi. Véi cach thé hién nay cac dich gia van dam bao duoc y
nghia va hiéu qua cua cac biéu thic rao dén, d6 1 giam nhe trach nhiém cua ngudi phat ngon. Két qua
nay phu hop véi nghién ciu cia Rabab’ah & Rumman [17], d6 1a viéc céc biéu thic rdo don c6 thé lam
giam nhe trach nhiém véi c4c tuyén b trong cac phat biéu cua vua Jodan - Abdullah I1.

(8)...and we will act....

... We will build the roads and bridges, the
electric grids ...

. We will restore science to its rightful

place...

... We will harness the sun ...

...And we will transform our schools and
colleges and universities to meet the demands of a
new age.

(10) ....we can meet those new threats that
demand even greater effort...

(11) We will begin to responsibly leave Iraq
to its people.

...With old friends and former foes, we will
work tirelessly to lessen the nuclear threat...

... We will not apologize for our way of life,
nor will we waver in its defense...

[A]...va ching ta sé hanh dong...

...Chiing ta sé X8y dung cdc con duong, cdy cdu,
mang luoi dién.....

...Chung ta sé khoi phuc lgi vi tri thich ding cua
khoa hoc...

...Chuing ta sé khai thac nang luong mat troi...

. ...Va ching ta sé cai cach cac trieong phé théng, cao

dang, dai hoc dé dap vng nhu cau cua thoi dai moi.

[B]...ching ta co thé dirong dau véi nhitng nguy co
méi doi hoi nhiéu né huc hon...

[A] Chlng ta sé tién hanh trao lai dat nuée Iraq mét
cach ¢o trach nhiém cho nguwoi dan raq.

Véi nhitng nguoi ban xwa va ké thii cii, chiing ta sé
hop tac khéng mét méi dé giam nguy co hat nhan...

...Chiing ta sé khéng bién hé cho cdach song cia
minh hay do dw trong né lic bao vé 16i song do ...
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(12) ...the old hatreds shall someday pass; [B]...nhizng thu ghét cii sé qua di...
...the lines of tribe shall soon dissolve; [A]...nhitng ranh gidi bé lgc sé som duwoc gidi quyét...
...our common humanity shall reveal itself; --10ng nhan dao sé tw n6 duwoc bjc 16 ...
...America must play its role in ushering in a new ...Nuéc MI phdi déng vai tro dan dat moi nguoi dén
era of peace. mét ky nguyén hoa binh mai.

¢. Chon mét cdu tric/cach dién dat khdc nhung twong dirong nghia trong tiéng Viét dé chuyén ngi

Trong cac vi du dudi day, cAc tac gia da chon cach chuyén dich twong duong nghia bang mot
cau tric Khac dé thé hién quan diém cua tong théng, tuy nhién chie nang va hidu qua cua cac biéu
thirc rao dén c6 thé giam di phan nao. Cach chuyén dich thir ba nay duoc thé hién rd nét khi cac dich
gia nguoi Viét dich céc tir wdc luong, cac cau trdc bi dong.

(1) Our economy is badly weakened, a Nén kinh té ciia chiing ta suy yéu, d6 chinh 1& hdu
consequence of greed and irresponsibility on the qud cua su tham lam va vo trach nhiém cia mét so ca
part of some, ... nhdn nao do [A]... Imét s6 phan tir nao do [B]...

Our health care is too costly; our schools fail [A] [B] Chi phi'y 1é, kham chita bénh ciia chiing ta
too many;... qua dat do, truong hoc khong dap ing dwoc mong doi cua

nhiéu nguoi; ...

(3) They (challenges) are serious and they [A] [B] Chiing ta c6 nhiéu thdch thive va c6 nhitng
are many. tha&ch thikc rat nghiém trong.

(4) They will not be met easily or in a short Ching ta sé khéng thé vieot qua chiing mét cach dé
span of time. But...they will be met. dang... Nhung...chung ta sé vieot qua nhitng thdch thirc do.

(17) Let it be said by our children's children that... [A] [B] Haéy dé con ciia con chiing ta néi rang...

Céc tir woc luong don cua tiéng Anh da dugc chuyén thanh cac cum danh tir trong tiéng Viét
nhu trong vi du (1) va (3): some duogc dich thanh mét s6 c& nhan nao @6 [A] hodc mét sé phan tir nao
d6 [B] va many trong vi du (1) duoc dich thanh nhiéu nguoi hodc many trong vi du (3) duoc dich
thanh nhiéu thach thizc hoic nhizng thach thirc.

Bén canh do, cac cau tric bi dong cua tiéng Anh vai trg dong tir tinh thai will (not) be ciing
duoc dich thanh ciu trdc c6 y nghia twong dwong nhung & dang cha dong trong tiéng Viét, nhu trong
vi du (4) va (17). Vi cach dich nhu thé, tac gia lam cho ban dich tiéng Viét phd hop hon Vvéi vin
phong cua tiéng Viét. Tuy nhién, cac cau chu dong nay 1am giam di tinh khach quan cua phét ngon,
giam di kha nang giit thé dién cho ngudi phat ngdn vé noi dung phéat ngon - diéu nay it nhiéu ciing
lam giam bét hiéu qua cua biéu thic rao don. Nhan dinh nay twong dong voi két luan cua Nguyén
Thi Huyén Trang [2]. T4c gia nay da khao sat 55 vin ban khoa hoc xa hoi tiéng Anh (twong dwong
406.783 tur) tir tap chi Sociology va két luan riang can, may, will, would la cac tro dong tir tinh thai
duoc str dung nhiéu nhét trong bo ngit liéu duoc khao sat va “déu co vai trd 1a thanh phan rao don
lam giam mic do khang dinh vé sy that trong phat ngén cua tac gia... giap lam giam di mtrc d¢ chac
chan caa ménh dé phat ngon” [2, tr.101].

d. Luroc bé han biéu thize rao dén va khong dich

Ngoai ra, nhu trong céc vi du sau ddy, cac dich gia lugc bo han céc biéu thire rao dén va khdng dich.

(9) All this we can do. And all this we will do. D6 la tdt ca nhitng diéu chiing ta phdi lam.

(14) ...duties that we do not grudgingly ...nhimg trach nhiém ma ching ta khong phai mién
accept but rather seize gladly, firm in the cuwdng chap nhdn ma phai vui vé gdnh vac, luon kién dinh
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knowledge that there is nothing so satisfying to
the spirit, so defining of our character, than
giving our all to a difficult task.
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rang khéng cé gi ¢6 thé théa mdan dwoc tinh thdln va khing
dinh dwoc ldp trieong hon la no lyc het minh dé thuc hién
mot nhiém vu kho khan.

Pay chinh la nguon can sw ti tin cua niede My, rang
Chua yéu cau chung ta dinh hinh mot van ménh chua ro rang.

(15) This is the source of our confidence —
the knowledge that God calls on us to shape an
uncertain destiny.

Trong vi du (7), tong théng Obama da sir dung cac trg dong tir tinh thai can va will dé biéu hién
mét kha nang khong chic chan, thé hien mot mong mudn cua riéng ban than ong, nhung trong ca hai
ban dich tiéng Viét cac tro dong tir nay dé bi lugc bo va nhiing cau ndi nay lai tré thanh nhitng cau
khang dinh nén n6 1am mat di hiéu qua cia biéu thirc rao don ma ngudi ndi mudn hudng dén: thiéu
su cam két diy du vé noi dung cua phat ngdn. Két qua nay ciing twong dong véi két luan cua
Rabab’ah & Rumman [17], khi ho cho rang cac biéu thirc rao don déu co thé duoc sir dung dé giam
nhe trach nhiém vai cac tuyén bd, dac biét 1a khi dua ra cac du doan vé tuong lai, ddng thoi ciing thé
hién mot sy thiéu cam két vé tinh chat day du cia noi dung phat ngén. Hoic nhu trong vi du (14) va
(15), cac cum tir gisi thidu (in) the knowledge that dwoc sir dung dé lam tang tinh khach quan cho
phét ngén, lam giam di trach nhiém cta nguoi ndi, vi nhitng diéu Obama phat ngon sau do khong
phai 12 15i cua riéng 6ng, ma chinh 1a nhitng diéu hién nhién, nhiing kién thirc ma ai ciing biét va phai
chap nhan nhung trong ca hai ban dich tiéng Viét cac cum tir nay déu bi lugc bo da 1am mét di hiéu

qua cua céac biéu thirc rao don.

Trong qué trinh so sanh - di chiéu, ching toi ciing nhan thiy c6 mot sé ndi dung cua bai phat
biéu dugc dich khéc nhau trong hai ban dich tiéng Viét caa hai nhém dich gia:

Ban tiéng Anh

(2) Less measurable but no
less profound is a sapping of
confidence across our land...

(5) We remain a young nation,
but in the words of Scripture, the
time has come to set aside childish
things...

(6) Time and again these men
and women struggled and
sacrificed and worked ...so that we
might live a better life.

(13) ...we say we can no
longer afford indifference to
suffering outside our borders; nor
can we consume the world's
resources without regard to effect.

(16) Let it be told to the future
world...

Ban dich tiéng Viét 1 [A]

Tuy khong do d@ém dwoc bang
s6 liéu cu thé, nhung ciing khong
kém phan siu réng la tim trang
mdt niém tin trén toan ddt mieoc...

Chung ta vdn [a mét dat nude
tré, nhung nhu trong Kinh Thanh
n6i, da ti lic dé dep sang mét bén
nhitng diéu nbng noéi...

Khéng biét bao nhiéu lan,
nhitng nguoi phy nit va nam gioi
nay da ddu tranh, hy sinh va lam
viéc ... dé ching ta co cudc song
16t dep hon.

...ching ta néi rang ching ta
khéng thé tiép tuc dimg dung voi
nhitng dau khé dang xay ra ngodi
bién giGi; ciing khéong thé sir dung
tai nguyén trdi dat ma khong dé y
dén hdu qua ciia né.

Hiy dé hau thé néi voi thé
gioi twong lai...

Ban tiéng dich Viét 2 [B]

Khong do dém dwoc cu thé
nhu vdy, nhung ciing khong kém
phan sau sdc, do 1a tam trang mat
niém tin trén toan dat nudc...

Chung ta van con 1a mor dat
nuée tré, nhung trong Kinh
Thanh, d4 téi lic dé dep sang mét
bén hitng diéu néng noi...

Thoi gian va mét lan nita
nhitng nQuoi phy nie va nam gidi
nay da dau tranh, hy sinh va lam
Viée ... dé chung ta c6 thé c6 mor
cudc song tot dep hon.

...chting ta phdi tuyén bé rang
ching ta khéng con dung dung vdi
nhitng dau khé dang Xay ra bén
ngoai bién qidi; cing nhuw khéng
sir dung fai nguyén trai dat ma
khong dé y dén hiu qud ciia no.

Hay dé diéu ndy dwgc noi voi
thé gidi twong lai...
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Céu tric so sanh kém hon véi less - less trong vi du (2) duoc dich thanh cip quan hé tir “tuy -
nhung” trong ban dich [A], con trong ban dich [B] cac dich gia van giir nguyén cau tric nhu ban gdc.
Khi @i chiéu hai ban dich nay, ching ta c6 thé thay cach dich & ban [A] tu nhién hon, ding vin
phong tiéng Viét hon. Trong vi du (5), in the words of Scripture 1a mot cum tir gigi thiéu duoc sir
dung dé 1am tiang do tin cay cua phat ngdn va lam giam di trach nhiém cua nguoi phéat ngén nén can
dugc dich nhu trong ban dich [A]: nhu rong Kinh Thanh néi vira chinh xac via ty nhién hon cach
dich trong ban [B] khi chi viét Ia trong Kinh Thanh. Trong vi du (6), & ban dich [B] céc tac gia dich
trg dong tir tinh thai might 1a c6 thé nhung ¢ ban dich [A] cac dich gia da luoc bo tro dong tir nay,
diéu nay lam mét di hiéu qua rao don caa phat ngén: bai vi tng thdng Obama cho ring sau nhiing nd
lyc ciia nguoi dan qua céc thé hé thi dén nay ching ta c6 thé cd mét cugc song tét dep hon chir ng
khdng khang dinh Ia ching ta c6 cudc song tot dep hon. Vi du (7) thi nguoc lai, trong ban dich [A]
trog dong tir tinh thai can (+ tir pha dinh) duoc dich 1a “(khdng) thé” nhung trong ban dich [B] thi lai
lwoc bo tro dong tir ndy. Cau trdc bi dong trong vi du (17) duoc céc dich gia chuyén thanh cau tric chu
dong trong ban dich [A], nhung trong ban dich [B] c4c tac gia van gitr ¢ dang bi dong trong tiéng Viét.

Nhu vay, qua qué trinh khao sat bai phat biéu nham chirc dau tién cua tong théng Obama ciing
nhu viéc ddi chiéu véi hai ban dich tiéng Viét, ching t6i nhan thay rang c6 bén cach ma céc dich gia
da sir dung dé chuyén dich cac biéu thirc rao don dé 1a dung mét cau tric twong duong trong tiéng
Viét; mot tir loai khac dé thay thé cho tir loai khong ton tai trong tiéng Viét: céc pho tir va dong tir
tinh thai cua tiéng Viét thay cho trg dong tir tinh thai trong tiéng Anh; ding mét céu trac tuong
duong nghia dé thay cho nhiing cau trdc khéng phé bién trong tiéng Viét: cau tric bi dong, udc
luong tir va co ca truong hop lugc bo ca biéu thice rao don.

5. Két luan

C6 thé thiy c6 nhiéu biéu thirc rao don duogc sir dung trong bai phét biéu nham chirc dau tién
cua tong thdng Obama nhu cac tro dong tir tinh thai, cac dong tir tinh théi, cac tir udc luong va cac
cum tur gisi thiéu, trong do chiém sé lugng lon nhét 1a céc tro dong tir tinh thai. Trong hai ban dich
tleng Viét hau hét cac biéu thirc rao don ciing duoc giir lai va chuyen ngir. Tuy nhién, do dién ngén
géc 1a tiéng Anh - mot loai hinh ngdn ngr hoan toan khac véi tiéng Viét nén cac ban dich tiéng Viét
phai chon nhing hinh thirc khac nhau dé dich cac biéu thirc rao don nay. Tiéng Viét khong cé tro
dong tir tinh thai nén tir loai nay duoc thay bang cac pho tir va cac dong tir tinh théai. Céc ciu trdc bi
dong trong tiéng Anh dugc thay bang cc cau tric chu dong twong duong nghia trong tiéng Viét. Khi
cac biéu thirc rao don duogc giir lai va chuyén ngir thi n6 van giir duoc hiéu qua: giam di tinh chinh
xé&c cho ndi dung phét ngdn hay lanh tranh trach nhiém cua ngudi néi, hodc théng qua cac rao don thé
hién tinh khach quan cua thong tin. Bén canh dé van cd mot sb it cac truong hop biéu thic rao don bi
lwoc bo - khong chuyén ngir, diéu nay 1am anh huong dén hiéu qua cua phét ngdn: lam mat dic trung
cua biéu thirc rao don ma tong théng Obama cd dung y sir dung trong bai phat biéu dau tién caa 6ng.

Vi két qua co duogc tir nghién ciiu ndy, ching toi hi vong c6 thé mang dén mot khia canh khéc trong
cach tiép can cac biéu thuc rao don trong tiéng Viét tir ngit liéu 1a cac dién ngdn chinh tri. Chung t6i mong
mudn rang trong tuong lai ching t61 ¢6 thé tién hanh nghlen ctru trén luong ngir liéu lon hon dé co dugc
nhitng danh gi4 tong quan hon va chinh xdc hon vé hi¢u qua cua céc biéu thirc rao don trong dién
ngdn chinh tri - mot loai didn ngdn rat dic biét nhung chua duoc khai thac nhiéu ¢ Viét Nam.

Ching tdi ciing mong mudn két qua nghién ciru ndy goi mé cho cac giang vién mét sé phuong
phép va hoat dong dé ap dung trong viéc day va hoc tiéng Anh néi chung va mén dich thuat noi
riéng. TUy thudc vao muc dich giang day va trinh do cua sinh vién, cac giang vién c6 thé thiét ké cac
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hoat dong va bai tap lién quan dén viéc tim hiéu, xac dinh, chuyén dich hoac van dung céc biéy thirc
rao don trong cac dien ngdn chinh tri - day Ia mot nguon dfr liéu phgng pha véi nhitng deé tai hap dan
va thu vi ma sinh vién chuyén nganh bién phién dich c6 thé co xat dé€ nang cao nang luc caa minh.
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